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Introduction 
 
Welcome to the Art Education Graduate Program at Penn State!  
 
Our Program embraces intersectional and transnational understandings of inequality and power. As 
a vibrant community of scholars and students, we deploy transdisciplinary creative approaches to 
knowledge production, pedagogy, and community engagement. Our faculty and graduate students 
work on a wide range of research topics.  
 
The faculty in the Penn State School of Visual Arts support the Black Lives Matter movement 
unequivocally and stand in solidarity with Black students, alumni, faculty, and staff during this 
challenging time of grief and pain, and onward in the future. The School of Visual Arts (SoVA) is 
committed to anti-racist education, and to empowering every voice. We believe the fight for equality 
is crucial as diverse voices and perspectives are essential to a strong and thriving art education 
community. This commitment is essential to eradicating systemic race-based violence in the United 
States, and to destabilizing the cruelties of racism at its foundation. As members of the School of 
Visual Arts, our voices and actions can contribute to a more just society. The arts and design 
disciplines can play a role in how people process grief and pain and how we create shared spaces of 
resilience and resistance 
 
Our dual-title master’s and doctoral degree programs in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
(WGGS) and in African American and Diaspora Studies, contribute to being a nationally and 
internationally recognized graduate program. For graduate students in other programs at Penn State, 
we offer a graduate minor in Art Education. Our innovative dual-degree programs provide many 
scholarly and professional opportunities for our graduate students. Penn State has unparalleled 
depth and breadth of faculty expertise available to students. The opportunities for transdisciplinary 
work are enhanced by this large network, as are the connections to career paths after graduation. 
 
Please read this handbook as a starting point for navigating our graduate program, and please do not 
hesitate to contact the Art Education Graduate Program Head, Dr. Karen Keifer-Boyd (kk-
b@psu.edu).  
 

 
 
 

  

https://wgss.la.psu.edu/graduate
https://wgss.la.psu.edu/graduate
https://bulletins.psu.edu/graduate/programs/majors/art-education/#text
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Part I: Requirements for Graduate Study in Art Education 
 
In compliance with the general requirements for the Doctor of Philosophy Degree specified in 
the University Graduate School Bulletin and the specific Art Education requirements outlined in 
the University Graduate Program Bulletin, the Penn State School of Visual Arts has the 
following requirements for the doctoral (Ph.D.) degree in Art Education: 
 
A. Degree Requirements 

Doctoral students are required to complete 34 credits of graduate coursework, pass candidacy 
with the qualifying exam, English comprehension, and comprehensive examinations, and 
submit a dissertation to fulfill all degree requirements. 
 
1. Distribution of Credits 

 
Art Education Core Courses (15 credits) 
All doctoral students are expected to complete the following 3-credit core courses: A ED 
502—Research in Art Education; A ED 505—Foundations of Art Education; A ED 536—
Curriculum Development in Art Education; A ED 588—History of Art Education. In 
addition, students are expected to take A ED 590—Colloquium (first two fall semesters, 1 
credit each fall) and ART 501: Art Research (first year, fall and spring, 1 credit total)  
 
Art Education Electives (6 credits) 
All Ph.D. students are required to complete 21 credits of course work in art education. In 
addition to the 14 credits of core courses listed above, doctoral students are required to 
complete six additional credits (equivalent to two three-credit courses) in art education at the 
400-level or above. 
 
Related Area (12 credits) 
A foreign language is not required of Art Education Ph.D. candidates. Instead, the inquiry 
and foreign language requirement for the Ph.D. is met through 12 credits of graduate-level 
course work in a related discipline as determined by the student's committee. Students are 
encouraged to use these 12 credits towards the completion of a graduate minor. Those in the 
dual-title degree program use these 12 credits to take the required WGSS or AFAM courses. 

 
2. Graduate Examinations 

The Graduate School requires all doctoral students to complete four examinations during 
their graduate program: 

• Candidacy Qualifying Examination 

• English Competency Examination 

• Comprehensive Examination 

• Final Examination 

Programs are given substantial freedom to set the content and format of these examinations 
for their students. The specific examination requirements for the Art Education program can 
be found in the “Procedures and Policy” section of this handbook. 
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3. Dissertation Requirement 

Ph.D. candidates are required to complete a dissertation on a topic of research approved by 
the student's doctoral committee. The dissertation must be defended before the academic 
community at a final oral examination. A final copy of the dissertation must be approved by 
all members of the candidate’s committee and submitted to the Office of Theses and 
Dissertations. Additional information on these requirements can be found in the “Procedures 
and Policy” section of this handbook.  
 

B. Courses Offered for Graduate Credit 

A course abbreviation, a number, and a title designate each course. The figures in parentheses 
following the course title show the number of credits that may be granted for that course. In the 
case of courses with variable credits, such as (1-3), (2-6), or (3-10), the larger number signifies 
the total credits that can be accumulated for the course over an indefinite number of semesters, 
unless otherwise specified. For example, a course listed with (1-6) could be taken six semesters 
for 1 credit each semester, or two semesters for 3 credits each semester, or once for 6 credits, etc. 
Graduate courses carry numbers from 500 to 699. Advanced undergraduate courses numbered 
between 400 and 499 may be used to meet some graduate degree requirements when taken by 
graduate students. Courses below the 400 level may not. A graduate student may register for or 
audit these courses in order to make up deficiencies or to fill in gaps in previous education but 
not to meet requirements for an advanced degree. The following graduate level courses are 
offered in Art Education. 

A ED 502 Research in Art Education (3) Examination of past and present research in art 
education, an introduction to general methods of research, and critical evaluation of research 
in art education.    

A ED 505 Foundations of Art Education (3) An examination of classic theories in art 
education and their relevance to current developments.  

A ED 513 Summer Institute on Contemporary Art (3) A blended summer course with on-
campus and online components and a focus on intersections among contemporary art, 
curriculum, and pedagogy.   

A ED 522 Participatory Visual Inquiry in the Public Sphere (3) Theory and praxis 
seminar to consider contemporary practices of participatory inquiry and public action with an 
emphasis on visual methodologies.  

AED 523: Transdisciplinary Creativity: Eco-Social Justice Art  

A ED 524 Arts Education Policy and Advocacy (3) Critical examination of current and 
emerging arts education policies in the United States in relation to federal, state, and local 
education and cultural policies.   

AED 525: Including Difference  

 

https://bulletins.psu.edu/university-course-descriptions/graduate/aed/
http://cyberhouse.arted.psu.edu/502/
https://sites.psu.edu/sica/
http://cyberhouse.arted.psu.edu/trans/
http://cyberhouse.arted.psu.edu/difference/
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A ED 536 Curriculum Development in Art Education (3) Factors affecting art curriculum 
decisions, analysis, selection, organization, preparation of curriculum. Evaluation and 
sources of art curriculum improvement and innovation. Prerequisite: 6 credits of methods    

A ED 541 Theories of Child Art (3) Study of current theories of child art; application of 
recent psychological and anthropological theories to understanding child art.  

A ED 570 Artistic Creation and Theories of Knowing (3) A thematically organized course 
that makes connections between art-making and art as a way of knowing and inquiry.   

A ED 588 History of Art Education (3) Historical development of philosophies in art 
education in the United States and abroad.   

A ED 590 Colloquium (1-3) Continuing seminars which consist of a series of individual 
lectures by faculty, students, or outside speakers.   

A ED 594 Research Topics (1-18) Supervised student activities on research projects 
identified on an individual or small-group basis.   

A ED 595 Internship (1-18) Supervised off-campus, nongroup instruction, including field 
experiences, practicums, or internships. Written and oral critique of activity required.   

A ED 596 Individual Studies (1-9) Creative projects, including nonthesis research, that are 
supervised on an individual basis and which fall outside the scope of formal courses.   

A ED 597 Special Topics (1-9) Formal courses given on a topical or special interest subject 
which may be offered infrequently; several different topics may be taught in one year or 
semester.  

A ED 600 Thesis Research (1-15)  

A ED 601 Ph.D. Dissertation Full-Time (0)  

A ED 602 Supervised Experience in College Teaching (1-3 per semester/maximum of 6) 
Teaching of undergraduate art education classes under the supervision of two members of the 
graduate faculty. Prerequisite: doctoral candidate status in Art Education and program head 
permission    

A ED 603 Foreign Academic Experience (1-12) Foreign study and/or research approved by 
the graduate program for students enrolled in a foreign university constituting progress 
toward the degree.   

A ED 610 Thesis Research Off Campus (1-15)  

A ED 611 Ph.D. Dissertation Part-Time (0)  

http://bulletins.psu.edu/graduate/courses/A/A_ED/590/198687SP
http://bulletins.psu.edu/graduate/courses/A/
http://bulletins.psu.edu/graduate/courses/A/
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C. Assistantships 
Graduate Assistants are appointed upon recommendation of the graduate faculty and program head, 
subject to the applicant’s admission to the Graduate School as a degree candidate. Clear evidence of 
superior quality and promise is required. Reappointment to an assistantship requires successful 
completion of programmatic milestones. 
 
Work assignments of graduate assistantships will be specified by the Director of the Penn State School of 
Visual Arts (SoVA) prior to the beginning of each semester. Teaching assignments are made in response 
to Graduate Faculty recommendations and program needs. A SoVA assistantship does not automatically 
imply a teaching assignment; other duties may be specified. 
 
All students on assistantships are required to be aware of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA). Familiarize yourself with this information at the following website: 
http://registrar.psu.edu/confidentiality/Faculty_and_FERPA.pdf . You will need to complete an online 
FERPA training module in order to access student records and submit grades. Follow these steps to do so: 

1. Go to the tutorial at http://www.registrar.psu.edu/staff/ferpa_tutorial/ferpa_tutorial.cfm 
2. After reading through all the modules, you will be prompted to select the “FERPA QUIZ” to 

test your knowledge on the Family Educational Rights and Privacy.  
 
Graduate Assistants must be enrolled at Penn State as graduate students. More specifically, since 
assistantships are provided as aids to completion of advanced degrees, assistants are expected to enroll for 
credit loads each semester that fall within the limits indicated below. Maximum limits on permissible 
credit loads are indicated in order to assure that the student can give appropriate attention both to 
academic progress and assistantship responsibilities. These considerations give rise to the permissible 
credit loads below: 
 
QUARTER-TIME—The student normally schedules 9-14 credits per semester, receives a stipend plus a 
grant-in-aid of resident education tuition, and is assigned tasks which, on the average, occupy 
approximately ten hours per week. 
 
HALF-TIME—The student normally schedules 9-12 credits per semester, receives a stipend plus gran-in-
aid of resident education tuition, and is assigned tasks, which, on the average, occupy approximately 
twenty hours per week. 
 
To provide for some flexibility, moderate exceptions to the specified limits may be made in particular 
cases. The credit limits specified above may only be increased or decreased in exceptional cases for a 
specific semester by permission of the assistantship supervisor, the student’s academic adviser, and the 
dean of the Graduate School 
 
Many students depend upon part-time employment to help meet their expenses. A student who is thus 
employed, whether on or off campus, must recognize the time demands of a work schedule in planning an 
academic program. A student holding a fellowship or scholarship may not accept employment for service 
beyond that specifically permitted by the appointment. A graduate assistant may assist in classroom or 
laboratory instruction, in research or in other work. The tasks assign to a graduate assistant often are 
identical in nature to those required for the advanced degree sought. Additional compensation is paid to a 
graduate assistant by the University for additional hours of work only with special, advance approval of 
the administrative head of the academic unit in which the assistantship is held, and of the chair of the 
student’s graduate academic program, and provided that such compensation is not for additional hours of 
work on the assigned assistantship duties. A graduate assistant may not hold a concurrent appointment 
with the University other than a Fellowship Supplement. 

http://www.registrar.psu.edu/staff/ferpa_tutorial/ferpa_tutorial.cfm
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D. Art Education Graduate Program Learning Objectives (PLOs)   
The Program Learning Objectives identified by the graduate program in Art Education are listed below 
and map to the Graduate Council’s Scholarly and Professional Goals for All Graduate Students (GCAC-
201) as indicated in the parentheses;  
  
Graduate Council’s Scholarly and Professional Goals for All Graduate Students (GCAC-201):   
The goals for all graduate degree students enrolled in the Graduate School at Penn State are to:   

1. Demonstrate appropriate breadth and depth of disciplinary knowledge, and comprehension 
of the major issues of their discipline;  

2. Use disciplinary methods and techniques to apply knowledge, and – if appropriate to the 
degree–create new knowledge or achieve advanced creative accomplishment.  

3. Communicate the major issues of their discipline effectively;  
4. Demonstrate analytical and critical thinking within their discipline, and, 

where appropriate,across disciplines; and  
5. Know and conduct themselves in accordance with the highest ethical standards, 

values, and,where these are defined, the best practices of their discipline.  
  
Art Education    

a. Demonstrate depth and breadth of disciplinary knowledge, seek connections with other 
disciplines, and identify transdisciplinary possibilities. (#1, #4)  

b. Demonstrate in-depth knowledge of contemporary issues in art education situated in 
education and social histories. (#3)  

c. Reflect upon one’s life history so as to become aware of the forces shaping personal 
perspectives on various issues. (#4, #5)  

d. Develop connections and understandings of the ways in which the arts function within 
social, cultural, and ecological contexts. (#1, #2, #3, #4, #5)  

e. Develop reflexive praxis in understanding and engaging in arts learning contexts. (#1, #2, 
#3, #4, #5)  

f. Develop understandings of research in qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods, and 
gain expertise in a methodological research approach. (#1, #2)  

g. Understand and adopt ethical standards of research and professional conduct. (#5)  
h. Critically examine the relationship between the research, the researcher, and the 

researched. (#5)  
i. Conceptualize and implement research to advance new knowledge. (#2)  
j. Understand, utilize, and innovate modes of communicating knowledge generated through 

research/praxis. (#3)  
k. Become leaders in the field of art education through impactful research, employment 

placements, publications, conference presentations, and service within professional 
organizations. (#1, #3)  

 
E. Annual Progress Reports 

This formative, self-evaluation is intended to provide you with an opportunity to describe your 
professional learning and development over the past year (January to December). Complete the 
Annual Progress Report form each January to serve as the basis for a discussion among the Art 
Education Faculty Members about your achievements, growth, and future plans, as well as ways to 
improve the graduate program. In January, you and your advisor, should discuss your annual progress 
report and any recommendations that you should pursue in the coming year. The Graduate Program 
Head will send a brief report of your progress (satisfactory or unsatisfactory) to the Director of the 
School of Visual Arts in April.  A Ph.D. student is required to complete the program, including 
acceptance of the doctoral dissertation, within eight years after the date of successful completion of 
the qualifying examination, not including approved leaves of absence as outlined in GSAD-906.  

http://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-200/gcac-201-scholarly-professional-goals/?mobileFormat=false
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gsad/gsad-900/gsad-906-graduate-student-leave-of-absence/
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Part II: Procedures and Policy 

A. First Year 

1. On Entering the Program 

Students will be contacted by the Art Education Graduate Program upon admission to the 
program. Students who have been awarded assistantships will be asked to confirm their 
appointments at this time. A mandatory orientation for all new graduate students will be held 
in August during the week prior to the beginning of Fall Semester. This orientation will give 
students the opportunity to meet Art Education faculty, become familiar with program 
policies, and select and register for coursework. 
 

2. Appointment of Temporary Committee 

New doctoral students are assigned a temporary advisor and a temporary committee. Prior to 
the students’ arrival, they will receive a letter from the Graduate Program Coordinator 
outlining the details of these assignments. Please note that these assignments are temporary; 
you will eventually nominate your permanent advisor and committee. Temporary advisors 
assist students in selecting courses, planning a program of study, and becoming familiar with 
the graduate program. Your temporary committee dissolves following your successful 
completion of the Candidacy Examination. During the term of the temporary advisory 
committee, you are identified as a doctoral student; after passing the Candidacy Examination, 
you will be considered a doctoral candidate. 
 
3. SARI Requirements 

All graduate students at Penn State are required to complete a two-part Scholarship and 
Research Integrity (SARI) Program focused on research conduct and integrity. For Part 1 of 
the SARI Program, all first-year doctoral students in the Art Education Program in the 
School of Visual Arts participate in the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative 
(CITI) Program Plan. The Art Education Graduate Program Officer will monitor your 
participation in and completion of the SARI program requirements. This includes the 
completion of an online CITI training module in Human Subject Research, available at 
http://citi.psu.edu. When you have completed this training, please include in your 
Candidacy Packet and provide to the Art Education Graduate Program Head.  
 
For Part 2 of the SARI Program, the Art Education Program conducts 5 hours of 
discussions based on RCR (Responsible Conduct of Research) prior to students' 
completion of the Ph.D. degree programs. These five hours of discussion take place 
during ART 501 and include the following: Peer review, integrity in research and 
scholarship, issues of research misconduct, appropriate research documentation, 
copyright permissions, acknowledgement and citation of resources, the IRB process for 
human subject study, and mentoring responsibilities, among others. 
 
4. Candidacy GCAC-604 
The Candidacy Qualifying Examination, a written and oral assessment of the student's 
knowledge of the field of art education and related fields, typically occurs in the second 
semester and no later than your third semester. The purpose of the Candidacy Qualifying 
Examination is to assess whether you are capable of research and writing that are consistent 
with doctoral-level study. Students should consult with the chair of their temporary 

http://citi.psu.edu/
http://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-600/gcac-604-qualifying-exam/
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committee to prepare the candidacy qualifying packet. The candidacy qualifying packet 
should have a cover page and table of contents and include: 

 
o A resume or curriculum vitae (CV). 

 
o A narrative statement of your goals, including discussion of the research 

direction and types of research questions you are interested in pursuing and 
theoretical frameworks that have or would influence your work. Situate your 
scholarly pursuits in larger themes of scholarship. Use APA style for citations and 
references.  

Research Narrative Evaluation Criteria:  
a. Includes contemporary citations   
b. Evidence of scholarly depth to all key constructs presented in the writing  
c. Is consistent, specific, and precise in how key constructs are included within a 

text  
d. Evidence of analytic and interpretive writing with theory  
e. Challenges the author’s and/or your assumptions  
f. Has clear organization with smooth transitions  
g. Evidence of strength of argumentations and criticality in your writing  
h. Use of examples to thread the paper into a narrative to engage readership and 

support points  
i. Positions self as a scholar within the literature and within the field of art 

education  
j. Discusses scholars cited in relationship to each other and in relation to the focus 

and purpose of the argument you are making in your writing  
k. Applies APA writing style consistently  

 
o A list of the courses (i.e., list course number, title of course or focus of 

independent study, semester, professor) that you have completed and a list of the 
courses you envision taking, with an indication of which courses you propose to 
serve as the 12-credit research focus.  

 
o A tentative timeline for completion of your course work, comprehensive exam, 

proposal, and dissertation. 
 

o A selection of two papers you have written since you have been in the doctoral 
program. In addition to these papers, pieces of creative or arts-based scholarship 
may be submitted if applicable. Include reflections on the feedback you received 
on your papers, notes on whether you revised the papers based on that feedback, 
and reflections on whether there are aspects of the paper that may be relevant to 
developing the content and direction of the dissertation. Ideally papers are 
completed course papers that have received feedback. Published papers, 
manuscripts accepted for publication, and accepted conference presentation 
papers are also acceptable. 

 
o Evidence of “Scholarship and Research Integrity” (SARI) Training 
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It is your responsibility to schedule your qualifying exam date in consultation with your 
temporary committee members and to reserve a room for the meeting through the SoVA 
office staff. You should provide your candidacy qualifying packet to each committee 
member at least two weeks prior to the scheduled exam. At all stages of graduate work, 
doctoral candidates are asked to give faculty two weeks to read exam papers, chapter drafts, 
etc. 
 

Qualifying Exam Orals Process:   
• Greetings (about 5 min)  
• Committee confers (about 15-20 min)  
• Student presents (10 min) research narrative 
• Committee asks questions (about 20 min. each)—option to record for student  
• Committee confers (about 15-20 min)  
• Student returns and Committee communicates decisions and summarizes 

recommendations (about 5 min) 
 

5. English Competency 
The English Language Competency Examination is an assessment of English language 
competency required by the Graduate School. Doctoral students in Art Education 
complete this requirement in conjunction with their Candidacy Qualifying Examination. 
The narrative statement submitted as part of the candidacy packet is evaluated by the 
student’s temporary committee for English Language Proficiency. There are four main 
areas of evaluation for English Language Proficiency: (1) purpose and clarity, (2) 
organization, (3) specificity and evidence, (4) language usage, mechanics, and grammar. 
For this reason, your narrative statement should be written and edited by you alone. 
Graduate School policy: Original writing of a length and complexity suitable for 
assessing high-level English language competence.  
 
Process: Student selects an article in a peer-reviewed research article relevant to the 
students’ interests. Student advisor consults and approves selection. Include the Language 
Exam paper in the Candidacy Packet for the Qualifying Exam  
 
Guidelines for Writing  
 
Include on the title page: 

• Header: Article reviewed in APA style  
• Word count: ____ (must be between 1400-1500 words, excluding references)  
• Date begun:  
• Date completed:  
• Student name:  

  
In the writing discuss the following six areas:  
1. What is the thesis (i.e., statement of the problem) that the writing posits, and how are 

the ideas developed to make a case for the thesis?  
2. Why is the thesis important and for whom?  
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3. What troubles you regarding the thesis and why? Support response with scholarship 
in the field and beyond.  

4. How does or could the thesis (main proposition) in the reading connect to your life 
and work?  

5. What ideas did you find particularly significant, powerful, or insightful, and 
why? Support response with scholarship in the field and beyond.  

6. What questions arise from the reading that would be valuable research directions, for 
whom, and why?  
 

B. Second Year 
1. Forming a Permanent Committee 

Following the Candidacy Qualifying Exam, you will nominate a permanent advisor and 
committee. Before making these nominations, you should meet with art education faculty 
members, including those with whom you have not yet worked, to discuss your emerging 
dissertation focus. You must secure permission from each faculty member you would like to 
have nominated to serve on your dissertation committee. Choosing whom to nominate as 
your advisor and committee members is among the most important decisions you will make 
during a graduate program. 
 
After meeting with each potential committee member, you should begin the paperwork to 
formally appoint your committee. Send the Art Education Graduate Program Head the names 
of your proposed committee and the SoVA Graduate Program Coordinator will prepare the 
committee form for signatures. A signature from the student, each committee member, and 
the Graduate Program Head are required before the form can be submitted to the Graduate 
School for approval. The Graduate School then sends a letter of appointment to your 
committee members, designating one member as chair. 
 
Make-Up of a Doctoral Committee: 

 

A doctoral committee must consist of four or more active members of the graduate faculty, 
which includes at least two faculty members from the student’s major field. The dissertation 
adviser must be a member of the doctoral committee. The dissertation adviser usually serves 
as chair but this is not required. If the student is also pursuing a dual-title field of study, a co-
chair representing the dual-title field must be appointed. In most cases, the same individual 
(i.e. dissertation adviser) is a member of the graduate faculty in both the major and dual-title 
fields, and in such cases may serve as sole chair. 
 
At least one regular member of the doctoral committee must represent a field outside the 
student’s major field of study in order to provide a broader range of disciplinary perspectives 
and expertise within the committee. This committee member is referred to as the “Outside 
Field Member.” In cases where the student is also pursuing a dual-title field of study, the 
dual-title representative to the committee may serve as the Outside Field Member. 
 
Additionally, the primary appointment of at least one regular member of the doctoral 
committee must be in an administrative unit that is outside the unit in which the dissertation 
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adviser’s primary appointment is held (i.e., the adviser’s administrative home; in the case of 
tenure-line faculty, this is the individual’s tenure home), in order to avoid potential conflicts 
of interest. This committee member is referred to as the “Outside Unit Member.” In the case 
of co-advisers, the Outside Unit Member must be from outside the administrative home(s) of 
both co-advisers. In some cases, an individual may have a primary appointment outside the 
administrative home of the student’s dissertation adviser and also represent a field outside the 
student’s major field of study; in such cases, the same individual may serve as both the 
Outside Field Member and the Outside Unit Member. 
 
If the student has a minor, a “Minor Field Member” must represent that field on the 
committee.  
 
A person who is not a member of the graduate faculty (and may not be affiliated with Penn 
State), but who is otherwise qualified and has particular expertise in the student’s research 
area, may be added as a “Special Member,” upon recommendation by the head of the 
graduate program and approval of the Graduate School dean (via the Office of Graduate 
Enrollment Services). A Special Member is expected to participate fully in the functions of 
the doctoral committee. 
 
2. Working Committee Meetings 

As a doctoral candidate, you may request a working committee meeting at any time, and it is 
a good idea for you to schedule one soon after your permanent advisory committee has been 
formalized. One of the topics of discussion is the form and content of the comprehensive 
examination. You should also request feedback relating to your topic for dissertation 
inquiry. Meet with your permanent advisory committee at least once each year to: (1) seek 
guidance, (2) work towards finalizing and approving your dissertation research proposal so 
that there is a clear understanding of the research goals and objectives, (3) assess the quality 
and progress of your research, and (4) discuss issues related to your choice of course work. 
 
3. Comprehensive Examination 

In your fourth or fifth semester, after your required course work has been completed and 
your permanent committee has been appointed, you will take the Doctoral Comprehensive 
Examination. The purpose of this examination is for you to demonstrate your ability to 
synthesize current research in the field of art education and other fields through written 
scholarly research papers, thereby demonstrating that you are ready to write a dissertation. 
Your committee, in consultation with you, will determine the number of papers, their focus, 
the length of papers, and time period to complete the comprehensive exam papers. 

 
The comprehensive examination has two parts, a written and an oral component. First, the 
candidate writes responses to questions submitted by committee members. Students should 
allow three to four weeks for responding to each question. The written portion of the exam 
should not extend beyond 3 months. 

 
The second part of the examination consists of a two-hour oral examination relating to the 
written responses to the committee questions as well as to any other questions that the 
committee members may wish to ask. The candidate is responsible for arranging the oral 
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portion of the Doctoral Comprehensive Examination after consultation with his or her 
committee chair. The oral part of the comprehensive examination must be scheduled at least 
three weeks in advance through the Graduate School. The Graduate Program Staff Assistant 
will schedule the examinations, including seeking Graduate School approval, if you inform 
the SoVA Office of your plans. The oral part of the comprehensive examination should also 
be timed to allow committee members at least two weeks from their receipt of written exam 
to complete all reading. 
 
You must be registered as a full-time or part-time degree student for the semester in which 
you complete your oral comprehensive examination. 
 

C. Third Year and Beyond 

1. Dissertation Proposal 

Following the successful completion of your comprehensive examination, you must submit a 
written proposal for approval of your dissertation research. The proposal is developed in 
consultation with the chair of your committee and, after approval by your committee chair, is 
circulated to members of your committee. You will then schedule a meeting with the 
committee to decide if the proposal is approved or needs to be further developed. Allow at 
least two weeks before the meeting for the committee to read the proposal. 
 
2. Beyond the Proposal (ABD Status) 

Doctoral students who have successfully completed their Comprehensive Examinations but 
not yet submitted their dissertations are considered to have ABD (All But Dissertation) 
status. Students in this status are required to maintain continuous fall-and-spring enrollment 
up to and including the semester in which they defend their dissertation. The Graduate 
School does not require that ABD students be enrolled full-time, but other factors 
(assistantships, international status, etc.) may create such a requirement.  
 
ABD students who wish to enroll full-time should register for A ED 601: Dissertation 
Research. This designation exists to indicate on a student’s transcript that they are a post-
comps doctoral student engaged full-time in dissertation research. Students enrolled in 601 
are charged a Dissertation Fee rather than per credit tuition, making it the least expensive 
type of full-time enrollment. Students may take 601 plus up to 3 additional credits of course 
work for audit by paying only the dissertation fee. Students wishing to take up to 3 additional 
credits of course work for credit, i.e., 590, 602, etc., with 601 may do so by paying the 
dissertation fee and an additional flat fee. Enrolling for either 3 credits for audit or credit will 
be the maximum a student may simultaneously take with A ED 601 without special approval 
from the Graduate School. 
 
3. Activating Intent to Graduate 

It is your responsibility to notify the University of your intent to graduate (policy 86-00). 
Confirm the activation period on the Academic Calendar for the dates when you can activate 
your intent to graduate. Using the "Graduating this Semester" application on LionPath, you 
can set or remove your intent. After the activation period expires you must contact Graduate 
Enrollment Services to activate or remove your intent to graduate.  
 

https://senate.psu.edu/policies-and-rules-for-undergraduate-students/86-00-candidate-responsibilities-and-options/
http://www.registrar.psu.edu/academic_calendar/calendar_index.cfm
https://www.lionpath.psu.edu/
http://www.gradsch.psu.edu/
http://www.gradsch.psu.edu/
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4. Dissertation Formatting and Review 

The Graduate School establishes specifications for the format of the dissertation. Your 
dissertation must conform exactly to these specifications or the Graduate School will not 
accept it. Early in the development of the dissertation project, you should obtain a current 
copy of the Graduate School “Thesis Guide” from the Graduate School Office of Theses and 
Publications, 115 Kern Building, or at http://www.gradsch.psu.edu/current/thesis.html. 
Typically, the Art Education program has expected students to use APA formatting and style 
guidelines because that style is commonly used by professional journals in the art education 
field. You will be required to submit a draft of your dissertation to the Thesis Office for 
format review. Check the Thesis/Dissertation/Performance Calendar for dates, then Upload a 
draft of your dissertation for format review (pdf only) to the eTD website (https://submit-
etda.libraries.psu.edu/main) by the specified deadline. Corrections and detailed instructions 
will be returned to you by email within two weeks. 

 
5. Final Examination 

One of the final steps in your process is an oral defense of your dissertation. You are 
responsible for scheduling this meeting, which is open to the public. You should provide 
committee members with copies of your completed dissertation at least three weeks prior to 
the final oral defense. As with the Comprehensive Examination, this Final Examination 
must be scheduled with the Graduate School. Inform the SoVA Graduate Program 
Coordinator of your defense date and time at least three weeks in advance and the SoVA 
Graduate Program Coordinator will handle this scheduling. 
 
Your dissertation title, defense date, and location will be publicized by SoVA. A brief 
description of your work should be provided to the SoVA Graduate Program Coordinator 
for use in announcements. This description should include your dissertation abstract and a 
list of the members of your committee. You may also include an image for use in email 
announcements and posters. 
 
You must be registered as a full-time or part-time degree student for the semester in which 
you complete your final oral defense. 
The oral defense will be two hours long. At the start of the meeting, you will be asked to 
leave the room while committee members discuss your dissertation briefly and plan their 
questioning strategy. When candidates return, they typically make a brief presentation 
(usually 10-15 minutes), including what they did, what the findings were, and what the 
significance of the findings are to the field of art education. Your committee will then 
engage you in a discussion of your study. Following that discussion, you will again be 
asked to step out of the room while the committee reaches a decision with regard to the 
dissertation, your presentation of the study, and your responses to the committee’s 
questions and comments. 
 
Possible decisions are: passing, passing with minor revisions, passing with major revisions, 
or failing. A candidate who passes with minor revisions must revise the dissertation in 
response to required changes stipulated by the committee. Prior to the candidate’s filing of 
the dissertation, these revisions must be approved by the dissertation advisor. A candidate 

http://www.gradsch.psu.edu/current/thesis.html
https://submit-etda.libraries.psu.edu/main
https://submit-etda.libraries.psu.edu/main
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who passes with major revisions follows a similar process, but in this case all members of the 
committee may be asked to review and approve the revisions. 
 
6. Submitting Dissertations 

After all required revisions have been completed, you should review the dissertation one final 
time to be sure that no further changes are needed. It will not be possible to make corrections 
after final approval by the Office of Theses and Dissertations. Convert the file into a pdf for 
eTD submission. If you cannot do this, contact the Office of Theses and Dissertations for 
assistance. Go to the eTD website (https://submit-etda.libraries.psu.edu/author/submissions) 
and upload the final eTD; submit supporting materials to the Office of Theses and 
Dissertations. (Note: It doesn’t matter if you upload first or submit the materials first). 
Supporting materials are: signed Doctoral Signatory Page, ProQuest/UMI Agreement, 
Survey of Earned Doctorates, and $95 fee. The fee can be paid at 
https://secure.gradsch.psu.edu/paymentportal/.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: The signed Doctoral Signatory Page is a different document from the 
Final Examination Record. It is your responsibility to obtain a Doctoral Signatory Page 
from the Thesis Office and have it signed by all members of your committee. 
  

https://submit-etda.libraries.psu.edu/author/submissions
https://secure.gradsch.psu.edu/paymentportal/
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Appendices 
 
Art education faculty members bio links:    

 

• Michelle Bae-Dimitriadis 

 

• Karen Keifer-Boyd 

 

• Aaron Knochel 

 

• Kimberly Powell 

         
School of Visual Arts Affiliates (serve on dissertation committees but do not teach art ed 
courses)  
 
• Eduardo Navas 

 

• Simone Osthoff 

     
Art Educators in Administration (serve on dissertation committees but no longer teach in 
the art education program)    
 
• B. Stephen Carpenter, II 

 

• Yvonne Gaudelius 

 

• Wanda B. Knight 

     
Art Education Emeriti (serve on dissertation committees but are retired)   
 
• Charles Garoian 

 

• Mary Ann Stankiewicz 

 

• Christine Thompson 
   

  

https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/michelle-bae-dimitriadis/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/karen-keifer-boyd/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/aaron-knochel/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/kimberly-powell/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/eduardo-navas/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/eduardo-navas/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/simone-osthoff/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/stephen-carpenter/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/yvonne-gaudelius/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/wanda-knight/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/charles-garoian/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/mary-ann-stankiewicz/
https://arts.psu.edu/faculty/christine-marm%e2%88%9a-thompson/
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GRADUATE STUDENT INFORMATION: GRADUATE OFFICE 

 

Facilities 

The Graduate Art Education Office is located in 107 Arts Cottage. This is a communal office 
space shared with your art education graduate colleagues where you are allocated a table/desk for 
your use. Kaylie Maines, in 210 Patterson Building, can assign you a key to the Graduate Office. 
 

Services 

The communication services available in the Grad Office include a phone and computer ‘hot 
desk.’ The Graduate Office number is: 814.865.9983. To use the phone, press 8 to call off 
campus, and press the last 5 digits of a campus phone number for on-campus calls. A long-
distance service is not available from the Grad Office Phone. There is a computer and a printer in 
the Graduate Office. Software on the Art Education Graduate Office computers includes:  

• Microsoft Office (Word and PowerPoint) 
• Internet Browser 
• Utilities and Virus Protections 

 

Security 

SoVA buildings are spaces that allow students to do the work necessary to successfully complete 
course tasks and often means working outside of class hours and into the late night. Access to 
graduate offices and studios is subject to the open hours policy for SoVA; however, there is 
always a need to maintain the office as a secure and safe working environment. Everyone is 
therefore asked to carefully observe the following: 

o Talk with your peers in art education to organize a network of contacts so that when you 
need to work after hours, others know you are there. 

o If you are working in the arts buildings after hours, try to do so in the company of others 
rather than being alone.  

o Please do not prop open locked entrance doors into the Visual Arts Building, Patterson, 
or the Arts Cottage. This puts everyone at risk.  

 
Should you require an escort to assist your return to your residence contact 865-WALK for the 
Security Escort Service.  

University Police are very quick to respond to calls. If you see suspicious persons anywhere in or 
near the arts buildings call police at 814.863.1111 immediately. 

o Enter the number of the University Police into your Cell Phone: 814.863.1111 
o Should you need to contact personnel from the School in an emergency during normal 

business hours, call the front desk at 814.863.5349. 
 

If you have other requests, ideas, concerns or questions regarding the Graduate Art Education 
Office please convey to the SoVA Director and the Art Education Graduate Program Head. 
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A ED CURRICULUM 
GRADUATE COURSE OFFERINGS IN ART EDUCATION 

 
 
 YEAR ONE  YEAR TWO 

 FALL SPRING SUMMER FALL SPRING SUMMER 

Required 
AED 505 

Theories in 
Art Education 

AED 588 

Histories of 
Art Education 

 

AED 536 

Curriculum 
Studies in Art 
Education 

AED 502 

Research 
Methodologies in 
Art Education 

 

Professional 
Socialization 

AED 590 

Colloquium 
 
Art 501 

Art 501  
AED 590 

Colloquium 
 

  

Research 
Electives 

AED 525 

Or TBA 
AED 523 

Or TBA  AED 524 

Or TBA 
AED 541 

Or TBA  

Content 
Electives   

AED 513 

Professional 
Development  
Summer Institute 

 
  

AED 513 

Professional 
Development 
Summer Institute 

 
Note: In Year One Fall Semester will be in an odd-numbered year (2021, 2023, 2025, etc.) while Year Two will begin in an even-numbered year 
(2022, 2024, 2026, etc.) 
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DOCTORAL SIGNATORY PAGE 

 
Name of Student ______________________________________________  Penn State ID ________________ 
Email address(s)________________________________________________ ___________________________  
 
I hereby certify that I have obtained the necessary permission for copyrighted material included in my 

dissertation and choose that the document be placed in the eTD archives with the following status: 

 
 ___ 1. OPEN ACCESS — Allows free worldwide access to the entire work beginning immediately after degree conferral.  
Appropriate for the majority of dissertation submissions in fulfilling the requirement for making the work available to the public. 
 
 ___ 2. RESTRICTED (PENN STATE ACCESS ONLY) FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS* — Access restricted to individuals 
having a valid Penn State Access Account. Allows restricted access of the entire work beginning immediately after degree conferral. 
At the end of the two-year period, the status will automatically change to Open Access. Intended for use by authors in cases where 

prior public release of the work may compromise its acceptance for publication. 

 
____ 3. RESTRICTED FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS FOR PATENT DEVELOPMENT — Restricts the entire work for 
patent and/or proprietary purposes. At the end of the two-year period, the status will automatically change to Open Access. Selection 
of this option requires that an invention disclosure (ID) be filed with the Office of Technology Management (OTM) prior to 
submission of the final dissertation and confirmed by the OTM and Office of Theses and Dissertations.  
 Confirmed_________________ 
 
__________________________________________________  _________________________________  
Signature of Student        Date  

FACULTY APPROVAL 
We accept and approve the dissertation of the student named above and agree to distribution as indicated.  
 
Signature _____________________________________________________  Date______________________ 
Print name here __________________________________________________________________ ________ 
 

Signature _____________________________________________________  Date______________________ 
Print name here __________________________________________________________________________  
 

Signature ____________________________________________________ _  Date______________________ 
Print name here __________________________________________________________________________  
 

Signature _____________________________________________________  D ate______________________ 
Print name here ________________________________________________ __________________________  
 

Signature _____________________________________________________  D ate______________________ 
Print name here ________________________________________________ __________________________  
 

Signature _____________________________________________________  Date______________________ 
Print name here ________________________________________________ __________________________  
 
Head or Chair of Graduate Program 
 
Signature _____________________________________ ________________  Date______________________ 
Print name here ________________________________________________ __________________________  
 
*Requests for a two-year extension can be made by contacting the Office of Theses and Dissertations 
(gradthesis@psu.edu) 30 days prior to the expiration of the restriction. 
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GRADUATE PROGRESS CHECKLIST 
 
Candidacy Qualifying Exam (second or third semester) 

Candidacy Packet containing: 

_____  Resume or CV 

_____  Narrative Statement of Goals 

_____  Lists of Courses taken and intended future Courses 

_____  Tentative Timeline 

_____  2 Papers (Creative or Arts-Based scholarship maybe included in addition to these) 

_____  Evidence of SARI Training, including CITI Certificate 

 

Comprehensive Exam (fourth or fifth semester) 

Completion of Required Coursework: 
Core 

_____  A ED 502: Research in Art Education 

_____  A ED 505: Foundations of Art Education 

_____  A ED 536: Curriculum Development in Art Education 

_____  A ED 588: History of Art Education 

_____  A ED 590: Colloquium 
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Art Ed Electives 

_____  Elective 1: _________________________________________ 

_____  Elective 2: _________________________________________ 
Related Areas 

_____  Related Areas 1: _____________________________________ 

_____  Related Areas 2: _____________________________________ 

_____  Related Areas 3: _____________________________________ 

_____  Related Areas 4: _____________________________________ 

Optional—Minor: 

_____  Complete Minor Form prior to declaring Doctoral Committee 

Other Requirements: 

_____  Complete Committee Appointment Form to declare committee 

_____  Schedule Comprehensive Examination through SoVA Office 

 

Dissertation Defense (upon completion of final dissertation draft) 

_____  Submit Final Draft of dissertation to Committee at least 2 weeks prior 

_____  Schedule Final Examination through SoVA Office at least 3 weeks prior 

_____  Prepare materials to publicize Defense, send to chair for approval and then to SoVA a week prior to publicize 
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Graduation (refer to Thesis Calendar for deadlines) 

_____  Activate Intent to Graduate 

_____  Submit Dissertation draft to Thesis Office for Format Review 

_____  Obtain signatures for Doctoral Signatory page to demonstrate final completion of dissertation 

_____ Upload dissertation to eTD website along with Doctoral Signatory page, ProQuest/UMI agreement, Survey of Earned 

Doctorates, and $95 dissertation fee. 

 

Note:  If a student intends to graduate in the same semester as their dissertation defense, the defense activities and graduation 

requirements will need to occur simultaneously. Please refer to the Thesis Calendar for an outline of these events. 

https://gradschool.psu.edu/completing-your-degree/thesis-and-dissertation-information/thesis-dissertation-performance-and-oral-presentation-deadlines-calendar/
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