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“Japan is the global imagination’s default setting for the future.”
 

- William Gibson, Observer 2001

“When the past is with you , it may as well be present; and if it is present, it 
will be future as well.”

 
- William Gibson, Neuromancer

“Japanese do many things in a way that runs directly counter to European ideas of 
what is natural and proper.”

- Basil Hall Chamberlain, Things Japanese
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Most of the information listed was compiled from various sources including, web sites, magazines and books in order 
to assist you during your trip to Japan. The abbreviations of the quoted from in this booklet are Archdaily (AD), wikiar-
chitecture (WA), Phaidon Atlas, Architecture for Architects (PA),Wikipedia (W), Lonely Planet (LP), Go to Japan (GTJ), 
Japan National Tourist Organization (JNTO), Japan Guide.com (JG), Kansai Window (KW), Kyoto Convention Bureau 
(KCB), Tokyo Convention & Visitors Bureau (TCVB) and Fodor’s Japan (FJ).

The booklet starts with a general introduction to Japan, followed by a detailed schedule of activities. Most of the infor-
mation is, I believe, accurate and reliable, however, some we may find be out of date.  There are many new buildings 
not listed as part of our daily detailed schedule of activities on which I am still gathering information.  A revised list, if 
necessary, will be provided later. 

ABOUT THIS BOOKLET

IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS WHILE IN JAPAN

Calling from outside Japan
 International dialing code: 011
 Country code: 81 
  090-6245-2080 (Japanese phone number) = 011-81-90-6245-2080 (international dialing   
  code 011 + country code 81+ Japanese number, without first 0)

In case of Emergency in Japan:
 090-6245-2080: This is my brother’s cell phone. He will understand English if you speak slow. I will get a cell  
 phone when I arrive in Japan on June 2, and let you know the number as soon as possible (via email) 
 814-414-0577: Since this is my VoIP phone number on my iPad, I may not be available all the time, but I will  
 make sure I keep it close to me as much as possible. You can call or text me at this number.
 Email: kxm15@psu.edu I will try to check my email frequently.

Local Emergency Numbers in Japan:  
 Ambulance – 119
 Police – 110
 Japan Helpline (24/7, English, toll free): 0577-000-911
 Tokyo English Life Line: 03-5774-0992

US contact calling from Japan:
 Penn State UP Police Service (24/7): 010-1-814-863-1111
 HTH Worldwide Health and Safety (call collect): 010-1-610-254-8771

Embassies in Japan:  
 Embassy of the United State
  1-10-5 Akasak, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-8420
  03-3224-5000
 Embassy of the People’s Republic of China
  3-4-33 Motoazabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0046
  03-3403-3388
 Embassy of Kuwait
  4-13-12 Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-0073
  03-3455-0361

TO DO BEFORE YOU LEAVE

1) Make sure to leave copies of your passport (visa page also), credit card, etc. with your parents/guardians.
2) Leave a copy of this handout with your parents/guardians since it includes hotels they can contact in case of   
    emergency.
2) Call your credit card company and inform them that you will be in Japan and Korea. 
3) Register for the Smart Traveler Program at U.S. Department of State (U.S. citizens only) @ https://step.state.gov/
    step/



WHAT TO BRING

Luggage:
Make sure you travel light. It will be best, if you can pack all you need for in Korea in a big suitcase (make sure to 
check regulations for size and weight) for check-in, a carry-on with what you need in Japan, and a small backpack or 
similar to carry around during days when we walk around in cities. We will plan to leave your big suitcases in a secure 
checked location while we are in Japan. We will take public transportation while in Japan, however only about 40% 
of train/subway stations in Japan are ADA compliant with elevators or wheelchair ramps, and this is not necessarily 
the most convenient. Please make sure your small luggage is light and with wheels, and easy to enough to go up and 
down stairs. We sometime have to leave them in coin-lockers at train stations. Therefore please make sure to carry your 
necessary items for the class such as camera, sketchbook, pens, etc., and important items like your passport in a small 
backpack. Some hotels in the middle of our trip have a laundry facility. 

The unit of Japanese currency is yen (pictured next page). The exchange 
rate is not as favorable for you now; it is less than 110 yen to a dollar, and 
it was about 125 yen to a dollar two years ago.

Your program fee will cover admissions fees to museums and historic 
temples, transportation (JR Pass and bus/train/subway day passes), hotel 
accommodations, and one group meal on June 18. You may have to 
cover some small incidental fees, such as taxi and subway tokens. Thus 
you will want to have some Japanese currency. Breakfast is included 
in accommodation, with one exception of the last day in Narita. Your 
program fee does not cover lunch and dinner. We will guide you to 
places where you can have affordable meals for around $10. 

The yen is the Japanese currency unit. There are four kinds of bills 
(10,000 yen, 5,000 yen, 2,000 yen 1,000 yen) and six kinds of coins (500 
yen, 100 yen, 50 yen, 10 yen, 5 yen, 1 yen) used.  

Buying yen in other countries than Japan usually costs more, so it is 
recommended that you buy yen once you are in Japan. You can exchange 
your currencies into yen at authorized foreign exchange banks for a 

MONEY

COSTS
It is said that living in Japan is expensive. 
Actually, cost of living ranges from place 
to place within Japan, and the prices for 

daily goods and services in big cities such 
as Tokyo and Osaka are higher than other 
small cities. You can get some idea about 

how much you need while you are staying 
in Japan.

Japan may be the one of the most expensive 
country in the world for travel, but there are 

ways of keeping the outlays to an almost 
bearable level.

      Meals
    * Budget: US $5-10
    * Mid-range: US $10-25
    * Top-end: US $25 and upwards

LLP

School Supplies: 
Below are the items you need/should bring to Japan. Please consult with Marcus for the supplies needed for Korea: 
 > Penn State ID 
 > One Moleskine Volant Notebook Large (5” x 8.25”; 96 pages) – this is required. You may want to get plain,  
 but ruled is fine if you prefer it.
 > Your favorite pens, pencils or markers.
 > Digital Camera and extra memory stick. I will collect your pictures at the end of trip. 
 > An electric adapter, from 3-pin grounded to ungrounded 2-pin plug. Although many places will take 
 polarized (one is slightly wider than the other) plugs, it is safer to bring a non-polarized one (both same size),  
 just in case.
 > A portable battery pack. It is most likely we will spend most of our time outside, moving one place to the  
 other, and you may not have access to your computer to transfer your images. Bring an extra memory stick  
 for your camera. Also, do not expect that you can charge your device, such as cellphone, tablet, digital 
 camera during the day. I am sure you will be taking many pictures and your battery goes down very quickly,  
 especially if you use a flash. An alternative to the battery pack is, of course, an extra battery for your device.
 > Comfortable clothes. It will be rainy and may get a little humid. Make sure that you will be comfortable in  
 that kind of weather, but to be sure you will look respectable as a student representing Penn State in a foreign  
 country. It may be a good idea to have an outfit that woks well for rain. 
 > Comfortable shoes. We will be walking a lot in Japan. Make sure you bring at least two good pairs of shoes. 
 > Socks. Make sure to bring/wear socks since you have to take your shoes off at temples we will visit. 
 > Hats, sunscreen, and Sunglasses. These can be purchased in Japan or brought with you.
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Japan is made up of a chain of islands that floats like a dismembered sea 
horse along the eastern rim of the Asian continent. It is slightly smaller than 
California, with mostly rugged and mountainous terrain. The land area that 
is suitable for inhabitation would be similar to the size of West Virginia. The 
population in West Virginia was 1.85 million in 2014. Imagine over 127 
million people (population of Japan in 2014) living in West Virginia.

> Area: 377,635 sq. km (147,356 sq. mi.); 62nd largest (slightly larger than 
Germany) 
> Population: 127,103,338 (2014)
> Capital City: Tokyo 
> Religion: Shinto, Buddhist, Christian
> Urbanization: 93 % of total population lives in urban areas
> Major cities in Japan and their populations: Tokyo-37.833 million;      
   Osaka-Kobe-20.123 million; Nagoya-9.373 million 
> Time difference: Japan is 13 hours ahead of the Eastern Standard Time
> Electricity: 100 V; 50 Hz (Tokyo and eastern Japan), 60 Hz (western 
   Japan)
> Weights & measures: Metric

Japan has the dubious distinction of being one of the most seismically ac-
tive regions of the world. It is calculated that the country gets around 1000 
earthquakes a year, most of them too small to notice without sophisticated 
seismic equipment.

Climate
Rainy season usually starts at the beginning of June and last for several 
weeks. It does not mean it rains everyday, but the weather is unstable, and 
it is often cloudy and humid (thus feels hot). You may bring light clothes 
for your travel. However, please make sure that you look decent as PSU 
students. Also, unless you have your favorite rain-gear to bring with you to 
Japan, you may want to wait till you get there since you will find a range of 
thing from very cute to weird in Japan. All the rain makes gardens in Kyoto 
very lush. 

SOME FACTS ON JAPAN

better exchange rate. 

There is no problem using your credit card in Japan in most places, but cash is still preferred and is an easier 
method of payment In addition, the credit company usually charges fees for your foreign transactions (1 to 3%). 
You will be better off doing a currency exchange at the airport, banks or ATMs in Japan since the exchange rate 
will be much higher in you home country. We will make that a first stop once you are in the country. The website 
TripAdvisor suggests using a post office ATM with your credit card, since they charge only 1% fee. Please note 
a post office ATM will not take credit cards with IC chips. Credit cards with IC chips have very limited access in 
Japan. Also, make sure to check in with your credit card company before your departure. 
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Religion
 Shinto (the native religion of Japan), Buddhism (a much-travelled foreign import, originating in India), 
Confucianism (a Chinese import that is less a religion than a code of ethics), Taoism and even Christianity all play 
a role in contemporary Japanese social life, and are defining in some way of the Japanese world view. Religions, 
for the most part, are not exclusive of each other. Shinto grew out of an awe for manifestations of nature such as 
sun, water, rocks, trees and even sounds. All such natural features were felt to have their god and shrines were 
erected in particularly sacred spots. Many Shinto beliefs were incorporated into Japanese Buddhist practices after 
Buddhism was introduced in the 6th century. (LPP)

SOME REMARKS ON THE CUSTOMS

> Tipping at restaurants or hotels is not customary.

> You are required to take your shoes off at the entrance of houses, temples, and even some restaurants etc. Usu-
ally you will find a shoe rack of some sort at the entrance, in addition to slippers nearby. If you see this, it means 
that shoes are not permitted beyond the vestibule. 

> You are not supposed to walk on tatami mat with your slippers on. It is because of this that it is a good idea that 
you always wear/ carry socks.

> You stand on left and pass on right on escalators in Tokyo, however, it is opposite in Osaka; stand on right and 
pass left. It is not a law, but you realize it when you get there. 

> No jaywalking. You see people (well at least most of them) waiting at the intersection although there is no sign of 
a car coming.

> As you may have seen Japanese often use bowing to show a sense of respect. It is very important for Japanese 
culture. It is not only for people, but for anything you encounter, building etc. The custom of handshaking is not 
common in Japan.

> The traffic light ‘go’ is green, although it is blue. Green vegetables in Japan are called ‘blue’ vegetables.

> Allergy
If you have allergies, make sure to bring your allergy medication with you. Claritin requires a prescription in Japan.

> There are many free Wi-Fi spots in Japan, and you may want to download an app:

• ‘Japan Connected-free Wi-Fi’ from NTT Japan, with over 100,000 hotspots in Japan. You can 
obtain it from www.ntt-bp.net. Available in both Android and iOS, and registration is required.
 
• Travel Japan Wi-Fi (www.wi2.co.jp/tjw/english.html) two-week free access to over allows over 
60,000 hotspots, but you need to obtain a “premium code” in Japan.

• Another useful app (or at least it looked like) is Tabimori (www.narita-airport.jp/en/fu/tabimori/
index.html) In addition to free Wi-Fi guide, it include such as List of Embassies, Currency Con-
verter, Phrase Book, and Transfer Guide (for transportations). 

OTHER USEFUL ITEMS
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FOOD

Sukiyaki 1  is prepared right at the table by cooking thinly 
sliced beef together with various vegetables, tofu and 
vermicelli.
Tempura 2  is food deep-fried in vegetable oil, after 
being coated with a mixture of egg, water and wheat flour. 
Among the ingredients used are prawns, fish in season and 
vegetables.
Sushi 3  is a small piece of raw seafood placed on a ball 
of vinegared rice. The most common ingredients are tuna, 
squid and prawn. Cucumber, pickled radish and sweet egg 
omelet are also served.
Sashimi 4  is sliced raw fish eaten with soy sauce.
Kaiseki Ryori 5  is regarded as the most exquisite 
culinary refinement in Japan. The dishes are mainly 
composed of vegetables and fish with seaweed and 
mushrooms as the seasoning base and are characterized by 
their refined savor.
Yakitori 6  is made up of small pieces of chicken meat, 
liver and vegetables skewered on a bamboo stick and 
grilled over hot coals.
Tonkatsu 7  is a deep-fried pork cutlet rolled in bread 
crumbs.
Shabu-shabu 8  is tender, thin slices of beef held by 
chopsticks and swished in a pot of boiling water, then 
dipped in a sauce before being eaten.
Soba 9  and Udon 10 are two kinds of Japanese noodle. 
Soba is made from buckwheat flour and Udon from wheat 
flour. They are served either in a broth or dipped in a sauce, 
and are available in hundreds of delicious variations.     

LPP

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

9 10

You will encounter a wide variety of food in Japan. One of the most peculiar things you find at Japanese 
restaurants is the window display of plastic or wax foods with their prices. Many paces also provide well-
illustrated menus. This will be very convenient for you since you may not be able to read Japanese menus, and 
will know what you will be ordering. Anecdotally, if need be, you could bring a waitperson outside and show 
him/her what you want to order in the case of plastic food, or point at a picture on the menu. Another thing you 
may notice is that you will receive a wet towel as you are seated at table. This is to clean your hands (and face, 
etc.) before eating. We will explore many different local cuisines while in Japan. 

Dining out in Japan doesn’t have to be expensive. Restaurant dining in Tokyo for example is certainly no more 
expensive than in most other world capitals and is often better value for money. Wherever you travel, restaurants 
in popular tourist areas will always cost more. Follow the locals and you will generally find both lower prices 
and more authentic Japanese cuisine.  

Among the types of cooking found in Japan are:

> For Halal food options; http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2302.html

> For vegan food; http://www.vegietokyo.com/info4vegie/articles/article2.html
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The ambitious itinerary below includes most likely more than what we can manage, but consider it a goal. 
We will see how much we can cover during the first day or two. Based on it, I will adjust the rest of itinerary 

accordingly. Please note also that you cannot have access to the inside of some buildings since they are private 
house/offices. Many of them are, however, commercial buildings that you can enter (as far as you dressed 

properly and look as if you are a respectable customer). I also listed hotel addresses and phone numbers. Just in 
case you got lost (and no technological help - out of battery, your device dies, etc.) and need some help to get 

there.

ACCOMMODATION: DAIICHI INN IKEBUKURO
https://www.hankyu-hotel.com/hotel/diikebukuro/index.html

   1-42-8 Higashi-Ikebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 
   Tel: +81-3-3986-1211

Reservations: RYa073ag0z_1-4

[Arrival Information] 
Marcus Shaffer and/or Katsu Muramoto will meet you at the gate

Lojean Alali from Kuwait
Arrive Narita International Airport T-1 @ 13:10 (EY 878)

Xinyi Chen and Yan Yu from China 
Arrive Narita International Airport T-1 @ 13:55 (CA 925)

Christine So from Hong Kong 
Arrive Narita International Airport T-2 @ 14:25 (UO 828)

Jingyin Zhu from China 
Arrive Haneda International Airport @ 21:30 (CA 0183)

Allana Kapcsos, Marlene Sharp and Jordan Swartz from USA 
Arrive Haneda International Airport @ 23:00 (OZ 178)

Ikebukuro is a section of To-
kyo’s Toshima ward. It is one of 
the three major metropolitan 
sub-centers on the Yamanote 
Line, along with Shinjuku and 
Shibuya. (WikiTravel)

HOTEL CHECK-IN

Daiichi Inn Ikebukuroh

Daiichi Inn Ikebukuro is located a 2-minute walk from the JR Ikebukuro Station East Exit
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Nezu is a one of three neighborhoods (with Yanaka and Sendagi) which escaped damage from the bombing in 
the World War II, so sense of early 20th century culture still lingers there. The area is also characterized by many 
uniquely named hills and narrow alleyways. Hongo is another neighborhood in the area that offers historical 
charm. Some shops in the area have been around for over 100 years. (JNTO)

The Nezu Shrine is said to have been established over 1,900 years ago in Sendagi, and moved to the current loca-
tion in 1705. The lacquer-coated Haiden (front shrine) is the largest shrine construction of the Edo Period (1603-
1867). 

morning: nezu/hongo-Tokyo University 

Nezu ShrineT1

T1

T2

Yayoi Auditorium Annex
Taiji Kawano, 2008

T3

T4

Toei M
etro Chiyoda Line

Nezu StationT3

T5

Yayoi Auditorium Ichijo Hall
Hisao Kouyama, 2000T2

TO
 M

A
P

 2

ACCOMMODATION: DAIICHI INN IKEBUKURO
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Nezu ShrineT1

day 2: WED 14 june



New Engineering Building 2
Shogo Kishida, 2005T5Shinsyokan Publishing

Hiroshi Hara, 1996
T4

School of Law
Fumihiko Maki, 2004T6T6

T7

T8

TO MAP 3

T7 Fukutake Hall
Tadao Ando, 2008

T8 Daiwa Ubiquitous Computing Re-
search Center, Kengo Kuma, 2014

TO
 M

A
P

 1

Map 2  - Tokyo University 
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 M

A
P

 2

U1

Ueno Toho Building
Takenaka, 2005

U1

T8

TO
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 4

Map 3 - Ueno 

T7  Fukutake Hall, 2008 Tadao Ando: Built on the 
very thin linear site (100 meter long and 15 me-
ter deep), Ando created a ‘buffer zone’ between 
university and city with a long concrete wall – a 
monolithic ‘thinking wall.’ According to Ando, 
this wall was inspired by Snajysangendo Temple 
in Kyoto.
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Ueno Park is a large public park next to Ueno Station in central Tokyo. The park was originally part of Kaneiji 
Temple, which was a family temple for the ruling Tokugawa clan in the Edo Period and was one of the largest and 
wealthiest in Tokyo. It also boasts several shrines. Ueno Park also houses many of Japan’s famous museums, includ-
ing National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, and Tokyo National Museum. They all to-
gether constitutes a ‘living history’ of Japanese post-Meiji Period architecture, representing almost every important 
period in its 120-year development. The Tokyo National Museum is the oldest and largest in Japan and consists 
of six separate buildings. The buildings themselves represent a history of Modern Japanese architecture, ranging 
from the oldest, and smallest Hyokeikan built in 1909, an excellent example of architecture in the Meiji Period; 
Honkan, an Imperial-Crown style building, built in 1938; Toyokan built in 1968 represents an example of blending 
of International Style architecture with traditional Japanese architecture; and the newest building, the Gallery of 
Horyuji Treasures. (JG) 

Map 4 - Ueno 

U2

U3
U4

Tokyo Metropolitan Festival Hall
Kunio Maekawa, 1961U2

National Museum of Western Art
Le Corbusier, 1959U3

U5

U6

U8

TO
 M

AP
 3

TO MAP 5

The reinforced concrete structure, the rough unfinished 
surfaces and the bold geometric forms all indicate the 

influence of Le Corbusier. However, the proportions of the 
building and the spatial quality of the foyers evoke tradi-

tional Japanese forms.

The only building designed by Le Corbusier in Japan. Based on the 
Matsukata Collection (Impressionist paintings and Auguste Rodin’s 

sculptures), it is also Japan’s only national museum devoted to 
Western art. Kunio Maekawa designed a new wing in 1979. 

Ueno Zoo Police Box
Testuo Kurokawa, 1972U4

U7
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U6 Honkan Japanese Gallery, 1938 Jin Watanabe: This building de-
signed by Jin Watanabe replaced original gallery designed by Josiah 
Conder, which had suffered severely damage in the 1923 Kanto 
Earthquake. This building style is known as the Imperial-Crown Style 
architecture – putting traditional Japanese (oriental) roof on heavy 
citadel-like western architecture. 

U5  Toyokan (Gallery of Eastern Antiquities)1963 Yoshiro Taniguchi: 
The mid-1960’s example of blending international Modernism with 
traditional Japanese forms. A massive reinforced concrete post-and-
beam structure, evocative of the wooden structural systems of tradi-
tional building, was an approach employed in many architects in the 
1950s and ‘60s. 

U7 Hyokeikan Asian Gallery, 1909 Tokuma Katayama: This neo-ba-
roque style wing was built in cerebration of the Taisho Emperor’s 
wedding. Katayama was one of four students to study architecture 
under Josiah Conder and graduate Imperial College of Engineering 
(Tokyo University). He also designed Ise Jingu Museum of Agricul-
ture, Nara National Museum, Kyoto Imperial Museum, and Akasaka 
Palace.

Map 5 - Ueno

TO MAP 4

U9

U11

U12

U15

U16

 U8 Gallery of Horyuji Treasures, 1999  Yoshio Taniguchi: The gallery 
was built to house a collection of religious objects donated by 
Horyuji Temple in Nara. The building was designed by Yoshio Tani-
guchi, son of Yoshiro Taniguchi, known for his addition to the MOMA 
in New York City. 

U10

This very simple intervention by 
Ando to the former Imperial Library 

built in 1906 creates a dynamic 
juxtaposition between the solid/

light and old/new.

U13

U14
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U4 International Library of Children’s Literature
Tadao Ando, 2002

Toei M
etro Chiyoda Line

Nezu Station



Tokyo National University of Fine Arts 
and Music Museum, Kijo Rokkaku, 1999u10 Sakurakan Apt. U11 Yanaka Terrace

 Makoto Yokomizo, 2012U12

Withus Nezu
 Kengo Kuma, 2005U13 Kamachiku

 Kengo Kuma, 2005U14 U15 Kamachiku U16 Yayoi Townhouse
Michimasa Kawaguchi, 2012

TO ueno

Toei Ohedo Line 
Tawaramachi Station

A1

TO map 2

Zensyo-ji
Seiichi Shirai, 1958a1

In the Asakusa district, whose name is virtually synonymous with old downtown Tokyo, a piece of this old 
cityscape still survives on the streets of traditional shops and restaurants surrounding Sensoji temple. These streets 
were bustling back in the Edo period and continue even now to draw a steady stream of visitors throughout the 
year. Nakamise-dori n , a 260-meter-long shopping arcade that leads to the temple gate, has some shops that 
have been in business for over 100 years. (JA)

n
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Sensoji temple
The legend says that in the year 628, two brothers fished a statue of 
Kannon, the goddess of mercy, out of the Sumida River, and even 
though they put the statue back into the river, it always returned 
to them. Consequently, Sensoji was built nearby for the goddess of 
Kannon. The temple was completed in 645, making it Tokyo’s oldest 
temple. (JA)

afternoon: asakusa



TO map 1
A3

A4

A5

TO map 3

Asakusa Culture & Tourism Center
Kengo Kuma, 2012a2

A2

Kaminari-mon Gatea3

map 2 - asakusa 

Fire Station Nitenmon Branch, 
Kazuhiko Namba, 2006a5

map 3  - asakusa

a6

a7

a8

Asahi Superdry Hall
Phillipe Stark, 1989a6

a7 Asahi Beer
Nikken Sekkei, 1989

TO map 2

TO map 4

a8
Asahi Annex
Makoto Nozawa, 1989
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map 3 - asakusa
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a9 Tokyo Skytree & Skytown
Nikken Sekkei, 2012

TO map 3

The Tokyo Skytree is the tallest structure in Japan and the second tallest in the world at the time of its completion. 
Nikken Sekkei developed the world’s first vibration control system for the structure, using a core column inspired 
by the shimbashira column used to steady five-story pagodas in traditional Japanese architecture.

ACCOMMODATION: DAIICHI INN IKEBUKURO

Meiji Jingu shrine was completed and dedicated to the Emperor 
Meiji and the Empress Shoken in 1920, eight years after the pass-
ing of the emperor and six years after the passing of the empress. 
The shrine was destroyed during the Second World War but was 
rebuilt shortly thereafter. (JG)

Harajuku refers to the area around Harajuku Station 1 , and is 
the center of Japan’s most extreme teenage culture and fashion 
styles, but offers shopping for adults and some historic sights. The 
focal point of Harajuku’s teenage culture is Takeshita Dori 
(street) O1  and its side streets, which are lined by many trendy 
shops, fashion boutiques, used clothes stores, etc., geared towards 
the fashion and trend conscious teens. (JG)

1
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day 3: thu 15 june



Map 1: Meiji Shrine/Omotesando

Tok
yo M

etr
o Fu

k
u
tosh

in
 Lin

e

K
ita San

do Station

m2

m1

m3

m4

Treasure Museum
Shintaro Ohe, 1921m1

Meiji Shrine 1920m2

National Gymnasium
Kenzo Tange, 1964m3

National Gymnasium 2
Kenzo Tange, 1964m4

O1

JR Loop
Harajuku Station

TO
 M
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 2

Takeshita Streeto1

O2

LaForet
Klein Dytham, 2002 
(renovation

02

M3 Yoyogi National Gymnasium, 1964 Kenzo Tange: Built for the 1964 Summer Olympic Games in Tokyo, the 
Yoyogi National Gymnasium has become an architectural icon for its distinctive design - a hybridization of western 
modernist aesthetics and traditional Japanese architecture.

AD
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Map 2: Omotesando

TO
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O3
O4

V28, cdi Aoyama 
Studio, 2006O3

Tokyu Plaza
Hiroshi Nakamura, 2013

o4

Takeo Kikuchi Flagship
Schemata Architects, 2013o6O5

O6

O7

Q-Plaza
Klein Dytham Archtecture, 
2015O5

Iceberg
cdi Aoyama Studio, 2006o7

TO
 M

AP
 3

 Iceberg O7 : 2006 CDI - According to CDI director, H. Yoshikawa, the 
inspiration for the exterior design was based on a combination of “crystal 

iceberg and a plastic bottle after going through a shredder PET “  (WA)

Map 3 - Omotesando

O9

O8

O10

O11

Patagonia
Koh Kitayamao11

Mizuno Jewelry 
College
Mistui Kiryu, 1992

o8 Cat Building
Takeo Shimohigasgi, 2007o9 Trunk Hotel010

TO
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 2

TO
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Holon 3
Norihiko Dano12

O11

O13
O15

O16

O12

Tokyo Hipstars Club
Tom Dixson, 2000o13

Omotesando Branches 
Sou Fujimoto, 2015o14

hhstyle casa
Tadao Ando, 2005o15 hhstyle

Kazuto Sejima, 2000o16

O14

Map 4 - Omotesando
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O17

Quico
Issay Sakamoto, 2005o17

O15  Originally designed for a furniture store, Ando’s building is an unusual one with regard to both context and 
Ando’s oeuvre, a large part of which comprises his well-known manipulations of concrete. The code required that 
the hhstyle.com/casa building be a wooden or steel structure no higher than two storeys high. (PA)

Map 5 - Omotesando
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O18

O19

O20

O22

O24

O21

O17

TO MAP 6

montoak
Ken Hashimoto, 2002o18

Gyre
MVRDV, 2007o19

o20
Dior Omotesando
SANNA, 2003

O23

As the name ‘Gyre’ indicates, the 
building features a stack of floors 

with each floor twisted in relation to 
the floor beneath, creating a unique 

spiralling promenade. AD

P-17



o21 Mahal
Jiro Murofushi

o23 Artifata
Hiroshi Abe, 2000

Japanese Nursing Association
Kisho Kurokawa, 2000o24

ARS
Atsuhi Kitagawara, 2002o22

Map 6 - Omotesando Louis Vuitton
Jun Aoki 2002o25 Omotesando Hills

Tadao Ando 2005o27

Forest Plaza
Tadao Ando 2003o28

Tokyo Union Church
Edward Suzuki 1982o26

O25
O26

O27

O28

O29

O30

O31

La Chiara
Koh Kitayama, 2002O31

TOD’S
Toyo Ito, 2004O29

Hugo Boss
Norihiko Dan, 2013o30

O20 Dior Omotesando, 2003 SANNA 
The building is like a theatrical stage, with both clothing and clientele as protagonists. Layers of transparent flat 
glass and translucent undulating acrylic screen compose the otherwise simple rectangular volume, allowing 
the interiors to be nearly on full display to the street.  PA

O25 Louis Vuitton, 2002 Jun Aoki
Jun Aoki designed this LV building in the image of a 
pile of trunks stacked at random.  The trunks, each 
representing a unique space, are connected with 
a labyrinth of corridors, offering a small journey 
between trunks. The exterior is double layered with 
three different kinds of metal mesh fabric and two 
kinds of polished stainless steel panels; rose and 
gold.  Glass panels with a striped pattern, as the in-
ner layer, give depth to the appearance. (ArchTravel)

O29 TOD’S, 2004 Toyo Ito
Rejecting the obvious distinctions between walls and 

openings, lines and planes, two- and three-dimensions, 
transparency and opaqueness, this building is char-

acterized by distinctive type of abstractness. The tree 
silhouette creates a new image, with a constant tension 

generated between the building’s symbolic concrete-
ness and its abstractness. - Toyo Ito

TO MAP 5

TO MAP 7
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Map 7 - Omotesando
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EVENING: AKIHABARA

Tokyo Metro Ginza Line

omotesando Station

O34

O35O36

O37

O38

O39

O40
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AO
Sakakura Architects, 2009O34

Glass House Aoyam
Yasumichi Morita 1998O35

Omni Quater
Koh Kitayama 2000O36 Holon L/R

Norihiko Dan 2004O37
Spiral
Fumihiko Maki. 1985O38

Duvetica
Tadao Ando 2011O39 Carina

Kazuyo Sejima 2009O40

O32

O33

Paracio
Ricardo Bofill, 1999o32

Coach Omotesando
Rem Kookhass, 2015o33

TO MAP 6

Luce Minami Aoyama
Tadasu Ohe 2008O41



TO MAP 9

O41

TO
 M

AP
 7

O42

O43

O44

O45
O46

O48O47

The jewels of Ayoyama
Jun Mitsui 2005O48

Comme des Garcons
Rei Kawakubo+Future Sys-
tems 1999

O42

Marc Jacobs
Stephan Jaklitsch 2010O47Prada

Herzog & De Meuron 2003O45

Mui Mui
Herzog & De Meuron 2015O43

Atelier with Art Gallery 
Ichiro Toda 1987O44

Caltier Aoyama
Bruno Moinard 2005O46

Map 9 - Omotesando

O49

O50
O51

O53

O54

Thom Browne NY
Wanderwall 2015O50

TO MAP 8
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0

O52

Map 8 - Omotesando

Yok Moku
Gendai Kenchiku 1978O49

Miele Center
Kengo Kuma 2011O53

From 1st 1976
Kazumasa Yamashitao51

La Collezione
Tadao Ando1989O52

P-20



The design theme for this museum in the center of Tokyo consisted of adopting a unique 
roof design to blend the interior space with the garden. The interior display space was 
made integral with the garden by providing large glass openings in an attempt to merge 
the garden, building and artwork. Surrounded by a verdant garden and featuring a bam-
boo lined approach, the focus was to create spiritual art space that provides a respite 
from the hustle and bustle of the city.    - Kengo Kuma
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o56

o55

o57

o58

o59

Taro Okamoto Museum 
Junzo Sakakura 1954o56

Tokyo Gas Aoyama 
Tekenakao57

Leica Annex
CDIo55

IFF
Eiji Shiinao58

Moda Politica
Tadasu Ohe 1991o59

Map 10 - Omotesando

The Nezu museum is a private collection of Japanese and Asian art - from calligraphy to 
painting, ceramics and textiles. The industrialist and president of the Tobu railway com-
pany, Nezu Kaichiro was an avid art collector. The site of the museum and garden used 
to be his private residence, which he bought in 1906. After his death in 1940, his son 
founded the museum to preserve the collection. In World War II however, the museum 
and gardens were severly destroyed. The hilly garden has two ponds that are connected 
by small streams. Upon every turn of the numerous winding paths, you can see a new 
garden lantern, memorial stone, statues., and two well preserved tea houses. (JG)

Nezu Museum
Kengo Kuma 2009O54

Taro Okamoto Memorial Museum 
The artist and sculptor Taro Okamoto is known for his iconic, cartoonish and somewhat surrealist large-scale 
public sculptures. The museum occupies the space that he used as a studio and residence for fifty years, until 
his death in 1996. The building was designed by Junzo Sakakura, Le Corbusier’s pupil. (Taro Okamoto Memorial 
Museum website)
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HachikoS1

S1

S3

S5

S6

S7

S9

S8

S4

evening: Shibuya

With 2.4 million passengers on an average weekday in 2004, it is the fourth-busiest commuter rail station in 
Japan and the world (after Shinjuku, Ikebukuro, and Osaka / Umeda), Shibuya Station is the third busiest train 
station in Tokyo. Known as the ‘Scramble,’ there is the most famous intersection in Japan outside Shibuya Sta-
tion. The traffic lights at the crossing have a 2 minute cycle. Cars from various directions eat up more than half of 
the time. Thousands of pedestrians all cross at the same time from five directions. When the crowds meet in the 
middle chaos ensues. (JG)

RE/M Akira Komi-
yama, 1988s3

Shibuya 109 
M. Takeyamas4

Bunkamura
Ishimoto Architecture, 1989s5

Udagawa Police Box
Edward Suzuki,1985s6

Rise
Atsushi Kitagawara,1986s7

Yamanote Church 
Bunzo Yamaguchi, 1966s8

Humax Pavilion 
H. Wakabayashi, 1992s9

Shibuya Scramble CrossingS2

S2
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ACCOMMODATION: HOTEL VILLAGE KYOTO
http://www.hotel-village.jp/kyoto/eng/

   5 Mebu-Bojo-cho, Nakagyo-ku, Kyoto 604-8804
Tel: +81-75-812-7600

Reservations: Reservations: RYa075e10m_1-2

Morning: ikebukuro

H

Le-bois Hiraki
Toshiro Tanaka,1990i2 Royal Vessel

Toshiro Tanaka,1979i3

Tokyo Geimu
Hajime Yatsuka, 1994i5

Toshima Ecomusee 
Kengo Kuma, 2015i4

i11
i10

i9

i6

i7
i8

i1

Higashiikebukuro Police Box
Hajime Yatsuka, 1994i1

i3

i4
i5

Le-bois Hiraki Minami Ikebukuro, 1990 I2 , 1979  & Tosho Building (Royal Vessel) I3  both by Toshiro Tanaka aka 
Von Jour Caux (b.1934). Toshiro Tanaka graduated from Waseda University, then the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. He abandoned a conventional practice in 1971, and change his name to Von Jour Caux in 1974. He 
also formed a relatively little-known group “Arts Complex” in the same year. As the name indicates he is preoc-
cupied with esoteric Buddhism since then, and came to known for his gaudy Gaudiesque design.

Toshima Ecomusee Town I4  houses the new govern-
ment office for Toshima ward and a high-rise condo-
minium. The concept for the project was “coexis-
tence of nature and architecture. The building 
facade, from 1st to the 10th floor, is covered in an 
‘eco-vail,’ composed solar panels, sunshading 
louvers, and vegetated panels.

i2

day 4: fri 16 june



Tokyo Metropolitan Theater
Yoshinobu Yoshihara, 1990i9

Jiyugakuen Myonichikan
Frank Lloyd Wright, 1921i6

Jiyugakuen Auditorium
Arata Endo, 1932i7 Fujin-no-Tomo Publishing

Raku Endo, 1963i8

Municipal Government 
Toshima Branch Office
Edau Ohe, 1996

i10

Jiyu Gakuen Girls’ School Myonichikan is the original building complex of Jiyu Gakuen, designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright. Arata Endo, working as an assistant for Wright’s project for the Imperial Hotel, introduced Wright to his 
acquaintances Yoshikazu and Motoko Hani, who founded Jiyu Gakuen. Built of economical 2 x 4 wood and 
plaster, Jiyu Gakuen featured a central section with double-height volume and soaring windows facing south 
onto an open courtyard, with symmetrical wings on the east and west. It was built to child scale, with an archi-
tectural richness belying its budget. Myonichikan is also given a Japanese touch by Wright’s extensive use of gray-
green Oya stone for pavements, columns and the lanterns standing in the corridors. (WP)

Ikebukuro Police Box
Kenjiro Hayashi, 1992i11

Toei Ohedo Line 
Tsukiji Market Station

t1

t2

T5

T6
T3

T4

Tsukiji Market is a large wholesale market for fish, fruits and vegetables in central Tokyo. It is the most famous 
of over ten wholesale markets that handle the distribution of food and flowers in Tokyo. Tsukiji Market is best 
known as one of the world’s largest fish markets, handling over 2,000 tons of marine products per day. (JG)

Tsukiji MarketT1

Tsukuiji Honganji
Chuta Ito, 1934T2

Ikkudo Building
Taro Ashihara, 1989T3

Toei Metro asakusa Line
Higashi Ginza Station

afternoon: tsukiji
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TO KYOTO -  Hikari 525 (Tokyo 1803 - Kyoto 2102

Kabukiza
Shinichiro Okada, 1924T6

Denstu Building
Kenzo Tange, 1967T4

ADK Square
Kengo Kuma, 2002T5

Toei Metro asakusa Line
Takaramachi Station

k1

k2
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M
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afternoon: kyobashi
Tonetsu, Kajima + Kengo 
Kuma, 2013k1

TLIXIL Gallery: Toyo Ito ‘Explproing a new 
lifestyle from Omishima’ - the 11th Future of 
Creation Exhibition

LIXIL Galleryk2

ACCOMMODATION: HOTEL VILLAGE KYOTO

For over 1,000 years, Kyoto was the capital of Japan, the heart of 
culture and politics. Kyoto is further unique within Japan in that it 
was virtually untouched during World War II, leaving more than 
1,600 of temples, several hundred shrines and a castle intact. This 
legacy has been recognized by UNESCO, which has designated 
seventeen separate sites within Kyoto’s borders as World Cultural 
Heritage sites. What other location in the world has that many 
attractions in one place? Additionally, 20% of Japan’s national 
treasures and 15% of the country’s cultural properties can all be 
found in Kyoto. (KCB)

eeday 5: sat 17 june

P-25

Japan’s Japan high speed bullet trains, also known as Shinkan-
sen, connects Tokyo Station to Kyoto Station in about 2 hours 
and 40 minutes.



n3

n2

n1

n3 Ninnaji Temple

n2 Ryoanji Templen1 Kinkakuji Temple

The garden at Ryoanji Temple was said to be created by Soami, 
(although it is not certain), a famous artist. It consists of raked gravel 
and 15 stones in five groupings. According to a pamphlet published 
by the temple, it “symbolizes a group of mountainous islands in a 
great ocean, or mountain tops rising above a sea of clouds.”

Ninnaji is one of the many great temples in Kyoto which are listed as World 
Heritage Sites. It is the head temple of the Omuro School of the Shingon sect 
of Buddhism and was founded in 888 by the reigning emperor. Over many 
centuries, a member of the Imperial Family used to serve as Ninnaji’s head 
priest, and the temple was also known as Omuro Imperial Palace. (JG)

Kinkaku-ji Temple was built according to descriptions of the 
Western Paradise of the Buddha Amida and is intended to 
illustrate the harmony between Heaven and Earth.  The main 
hall, covered in brilliant gold leaf, is topped with a bronze 
statue of phoenix and extends over a pond that refletcs 
the building. The current building only dates to 1955. The 
ancient original was burned to the ground in 1950 by a 
disgruntled priest. The incident was immortalized in the 
Yukio Mishima novel. (LP)

TO arashiyama

P-29

morning: kinugasa/omuro
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afternoon: sagano/Arashiyama a1 Adashino Nenbutsuji Temple

a1

a3

Adashino Nenbutsuji is located at the end of the 
Saga-Toriimoto Preserved Street. The temple was 
founded in the early 9th century when the famous 
monk Kobo Daishi placed stone statues in memory 
of those who died without kin. Today, the temple 
grounds are covered by 8,000 of such stone stat-
ues. In the back of the temple, a short path leads 
through a bamboo forest. (JV)

a2 Saga-Toriimoto Preserved Street

Saga Toriimoto Preserved Street is a historic street lined 
by traditional townhouses (machiya). Much of this street 
along the way to the Adashino Nenbutsuji Temple has 
been preserved in the style of the Meiji Period (1868-
1912).  a historic street lined by traditional townhouses 
(machiya).  (JV)

a2

Gio-ji Temple is a quiet temple surrounded by trees and a 
luxuriant moss garden. The trees grow quite densely, and the 
temple is often covered in deep shade. Inside the temple, how-
ever, is a statue of Dainichi Nyorai, the Buddha of Light. Other 
statues are connected to the temple’s place in Japanese history 
and literature. (Kyoto Travel)

a3 Gio Ji Temple

TO MAP 2

TO MAP 1
Map 2 - sagano/Arashiyama

Commonly referred as the Bamboo Forest, the 
Sagano Bamboo Forest is one of the most popural 

tourist attractions in Kyoto. The Japanese Ministry of 
Environment included the Sagano Bamboo Forest 

on its list of “100 Soundscapes of Japan.”

a4 Sagano Bamboo Forest

a4
TO MAP 3

P-30 P-27



a5

a5 Tenryuji Temple

Tenryuji Temple was built in 1339 by the ruling shogun 
Ashikaga Takauji, and is ranked first among the city’s five 
great Zen temples. Tenryuji’s buildings, were repeatedly lost 
in fires and wars over the centuries, and most of the current 
halls, including the main hall (Hojo), drawing hall (Shoin) 
and temple kitchen (Kuri) with its distinctive small tower, 
date from the relatively recent Meiji Period (1868-1912). It is 
now registered as a world heritage site. (JG)

TO MAP 2

The Togetsukyo (Moon crossing ) 
bridge spans the Katsura River in front 

of Arashiyama Mountain, offering 
incredible views. It is the site of an 

important initiation for local children. 
Young boys and girls (the latter clad in 
kimono) first receive a blessing from a 
local temple and then make their way 

across the bridge under orders to do 
so without looking back. If one ignores 

this instruction, it is said to bring bad 
luck as a result. (JG)

a6 Togetsukyo Bridge

Keifuku Dentetsu
Arashiyama Station

Hankyu
Arashiyama Station

a4

a6

evening: ponto-cho

Subway Tozai Line

Kyoto Shiyakushomae Station

p1

p2

Kyoto City Hall
Goichi Takeda, 1927p1

Time’s I & II
Tadao Ando, 1984/1991p2
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 2

The Takase River is a small canal that runs parallel to the Kamo River in 
Kyoto. In the seventeenth-century flat boats called takasebune (literally 

“boats of Takase”) used to transport different types of cargo, but today 
is just a placid stream flowing over paved stone and shaded by a grove. 
Despite of the client wishes to face the building to Sanjyo-street, Ando 
fdesigned the building facing the Takase River, making people aware of 

this forgotten history and environmental treasure for the city.

P-28

Map 3 - sagano/Arashiyama
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TO MAP 3

s1

s2
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Gion is one of the main districts of Kyoto, and for many people 
it is the Gion district that comes to mind when they think of 
Kyoto. The streets boast stores selling traditional Kyoto crafts, 
such as kanzashi or ornamental hairpins, incense and kimono 
accessories. Gion is a friendly, lively district that preserves tradi-
tion as well as incorporating new trends and fashions. (LPP)

Yoshida House
Shin Takamastu, 1982p4

Ponto-cho

Pontocho p  is one of Kyoto’s most atmospheric dining areas. It is a narrow alley run-
ning one block west of Kamogawa River, and stretches the length of about 6 city blocks.. 

The alley is lined with traditional shops and restaurants, and no cars, modern buildings or 
gaudy signs are allowed.  (JG)

Pontocho Kaburenjyo
Tokuzaburo Kimura, 1927p3

Hankyu
Kawaramachi Station

 evening: shijo/gion

P-29

map 2 - ponto-cho



Shijo Minamiza
s1

ABL (Kyoto Craft Center)
Fumihiko Maki, 1981s6

Kyoto Gion Corners7

MK Station
Shin Takamatsu, 1989s2

Gion Ishi
Misawa Sekkei 1969s7

Maruto Building No. 17
Hiroyuki Watanabe, 1991s3 Maruto Building No. 15

Hiroyuki Watanabe, 1990s4

Maruto Gion Building
Shin Takamatsu, 1990s5

ACCOMMODATION: HOTEL FLEX
http://www.hotel-flex.co.jp/about/

   7-1 Kaminobori-cho, Naka-ku, Hiroshima
Tel: +81-82-223-1000 

Reservation: RYa073adr6_1-4

The station building, a new landmark of the old city of Kyoto, opened 
in 1997 and boasts of a concourse with a 60-meter-long atrium, a 
45-meter-long raised glass passageway connecting the eastern and 
western parts of the station, and a large 171 step set of stairs. 

Surrounding the station are modern areas where department stores, res-
taurants, shopping arcades, theaters and hotels can be found. On the 
other hand, old temples, such as Higashi-Hongan-ji, Nishi-Hongan-ji 
and To-ji, also dot the area, providing an oasis in the city, with rem-
nants of the old city and resting places for the people of Kyoto. (JNTO)

Kyoto Station
Hiroshi Hara, 

k1

day 6: sun 18 june

morning: Kyoto Station + Tofukuji Temple

P-30



t1

Kyoto Station

t1 Tofukuji Temple Gardens

Mirei Shigemori Garden Museum

 Between the years 1924 and 1975, Mirei Shigemori (1896-1975) designed more than 180 gardens in 
Japan. Shigemori’s gardens were largely commissioned by temples or homeowners as private retreats. The house, 
now the Shigemori Garden Museum, located close to Yoshida Shrine, was the former residence of several Shinto 
priests, and he designed a garden there for himself. Containing many of his signature design preferences, it may 
be considered a representative compression of his ideas and principals. 
 At a relatively young age, Shigemori recognized that “the old is new.” He would later coin the expres-
sion “eternal modern” to describe the melding of the classical and contemporary in gardens, the notion that the 
traditional contains an exuberance that can invigorate the new. Thoroughly immersed in the masterpieces of a 
former age, the artist saw himself as a successor to a modernist spirit emanating from the past. (JT)

 Tofukuji Temple is one of the city’s 17 UNESCO-designated 
World Heritage sites. The temple is the headquarters of the Rinzai sect 
of Zen Buddhism, one of Japan’s two major Zen sects. Tofukuji is home 
to numerous historic buildings and valuable treasures, even though 
many of the original buildings were burned down during the period 
of civil strife and great families’ conflicts over succession (1467-77). 
Although the temple’s colossal Sanmon Gate dates back to 1273 and 
is now a designated national treasure, it too was burned to the ground 
three times between 1319 and 1336.
 Tofukuji is home to three separate gardens: the Abbot’s Garden, 
Fumo-in Garden and Ryo-gin-an Garden. The first of these surrounds 
the hojo (abbot’s quarters) and is divided into four small gardens. In 
1888, a fire destroyed the hojo and it was rebuilt in the original shoin 
architectural style of the Kamakura Period. In 1938, Mirei Shigemori 
was commissioned to restore the gardens around the hojo. Born in 
Okayama, Shigemori was one of Japan’s foremost garden designers and 
he chose to re-create the spirit of the Kamakura Period together with a 
combination of modern artistic flair. This is what makes these gardens 
different from others in Kyoto. (JT)

t1 Tofukuji Temple

HOUSE TOUR  APPOINTMENT @ 11:00 AM

P-31



m1

m2

Mirei Shigemori House and Gardenm1

Ginkakuji (Silver Pavilion) is a Zen temple along Kyoto’s eastern 
mountains (Higashiyama). In 1482, shogun Ashikaga Yoshimasa 
built his retirement villa on the grounds of today’s temple, 
modeling it after Kinkakuji (Golden Pavilion), his grandfather’s 
retirement villa at the base of Kyoto’s northern mountains 
(Kitayama). The villa was converted into a Zen temple after 
Yoshimasa’s death in 1490. Despite its name, the Silver 
Pavilion was never covered in silver. Instead, it is believed that 
the name arose as a nickname more than a century after the 
building’s construction to contrast it with the Golden Pavilion. 
Alternatively, it is explained that moon light reflecting on the 
building’s dark exterior (which used to be covered in black 
lacquer in the past) gave it a silvery appearance. (JG)

Ginkakuji Templem2

k2

k1

k3
Nishiri
Hiroyuki Wakabayashi 1990k2

Ryukoku Museum
Nikken 2011k3TO MAP 2

afternoon: ginkakuji Temple

afternoon: around kyoto station
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k4

k6

k7

Higashi Honganjik6

Reception Room
Shin Takamastu, 1998k7

k5

Honganji Dendo-in
Chuta Ito 1912k5
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 1

 around kyoto station 2

Nishi Honganji and Higashi Honganji are two large temples in the 
center of Kyoto. As headquarters of the two factions of the Jodo-Shin 
Sect (True Pure Land Sect), one of Japan’s largest Buddhist sects, they 
are a good place to experience contemporary Japanese Buddhism. 
Nishi Honganji (West Honganji) was built in 1591 by Toyotomi Hideyo-
shi, and is the head temple of the Honganji faction of the Jodo-Shin 
sect with over 10,000 subtemples across the country and 200 temples 
overseas. Higashi Honganji (East Honganji) was built only eleven years 
after and a few street blocks east of Nishi Honganji as the head temple 
of the Otani faction of Jodo-shin Buddhism. Its main hall, the Goeido 
is Kyoto’s largest wooden structure and dedicated to Shinran, the sect’s 
founder. Next to it and almost as large is the Amidado Hall, dedicated 
to the Amida Buddha. (JG)

Nishi Honganji
k4

TO HIROSHIMA - Hikari 477 (Kyoto 1746 - Shin-Osaka 1802); Sakura (Shin-Osaka 1809 - Hiroshima 1939)

ACCOMMODATION: HOTEL FLEX

Hiroshima is the principal city of the Chugoku Region and home to over a million inhabitants. When the first 
atomic bomb was dropped over Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, the city became known worldwide for this unen-
viable distinction. The destructive power of the bomb was tremendous and obliterated nearly everything within 
a two kilometer radius. After the war, great efforts were taken to rebuild the city. Predictions that the city would 
be uninhabitable proved false. Destroyed monuments of Hiroshima’s historical heritage, like Hiroshima Castle 
and Shukkeien Garden, were reconstructed. In the center of the city a large park was built and given a name that 
would reflect the aspirations of the re-born city: Peace Memorial Park. (JG)

day 7: mon 19 june
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h2
Fukuya
Jin Watanabe, 1938

hiroshima Stationh

h2

 morning: around hiroshima station 

h7

h6

h5

h4

h6
Gates of Peace
C Halter & JM Wilmore, 2005

Peace Bridge
Isamu Noguchi, 1953h7

Hiroshima Peace Center
Kenzo Tange, 1955h5

Peace Memorial Hall
Kenzo Tange, 2001h4 h3

Atomic Bomb Dome
Jan Letzel, 1915

h1 Memorial Cathedral for the World 
Peace, Togo Murano, 1954

 hiroshima peace memorial park 

TO hpp map

h1

h3
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Miyajima is a small island less than an hour outside the city of Hiroshima. It is most fa-
mous for its giant torii gate, which at high tide seems to float on the water. The sight is 
ranked as one of Japan’s three best views. While officially named Itsukushima, the island 
is more commonly referred to as Miyajima, Japanese for “shrine island”. Like the torii 
gate, the shrine’s main buildings are built over water. (JG)

Itsukushima Shrinem1

Senjokaku (Toyokuni Shrine)m2
m2

m1

ACCOMMODATION: UMEDA OS HOTEL
https://www.hankyu-hotel.com/hotel/oshotel/index.html

  2-11-5 Sonezaki, Kita-ku, Osaka
  +81-6-6362-6600

Reservation: RYa073adyh_1-4

> TO OSAKA - Sakura 540 (Hiroshima 0827 - Shin-Osaka 0954)

Osaka is the third largest city in Japan, with a population of over 
2.5 million people in its greater metropolitan area. Osaka’s north 
gate, Umeda, has a gigantic stretch of underground mall that 
houses many restaurants, fashion and sundry goods stores. In 
contrast to Kita with Umeda as its core, Minami is an area with 
core cities Namba, a popular business and shopping district, and 
Dotonbori with many restaurants on both sides of Dotonbori-gawa 
River. (JG)

Umeda OS Hotel

afternoon: Miyajima

day 8: tue 20 june

P-35



Osaka Station City’s landmark is a large glass roof that spans over the railway tracks and gives the station a lot of 
new open space. Newly constructed and renovated buildings on the north and south sides of the station provide 
travelers with a wide array of shopping, dining, entertainment and recreation opportunities, and are connected 
with each other by a wide bridge over the railway tracks. (JG)

JR Osaka Station

o5

o2

o1

x1

x2

o3

morning: JR osaka station/umeda 

h

Osaka Sation City
Ohbayashi, 2011O1

o3

o4

Umeda Station Ventilation Tower
Togo Murano, 1963o2 Fukuoka Life Insurance

Dominique Perrault, 2015o3

Osaka Mode
Kajima, 2007x1

Tower Gate
Azusa, 1992x2

Hep Five Hankyu
Takenaka Komuten, 1998o4

JR Osaka Stationo1

Shun Shoku Lounge
Kengo Kuma, 2015o5

o6

o7

Grand Front Osaka
Nikken, 2013 o6

The 173 m tall Umeda Sky Building is Japan’s first skyscraper with a bridging corridor in the air. The building has 
an aerial garden observatory which offers 360-dgree panoramic view of downtown Osaka. (KW)

Umeda Sky Building
Hiroshi Hara, 1993 o7
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Tadao Ando’s Office
Tadao Ando,1991,1995 o10
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Takarazuka University of Art and Design
Tadao Ando with James Turrell, 2002 o8

o7

o8 o9 o12

o11

o12
Chasuka Chayamachi
Tadao Ando, 2010 

Urban Terrace Chayamachi
Kojiro Kitayama, 2006 o9

Grande T Umeda
Tadao Ando, 2008 o11

o10

s2

s3

s1

s2
Aranzi Aronzo
Tadao Ando, 2001

s3
Huque-Building
Hiroyuki Wakabayashi, 2004 s1 Organic Building 

Gaetano Pesse, 1993

afternoon: shinsaibashi

The Shinsaibashi is the largest shopping area in Osaka where many bou-
tiques and specialty shops are gathered, attracting local people and visi-

tors. The Shinsaibashi has developed from the arcaded streets “Shinsaibashi 
Shopping Street” which runs east to Mido-Suji Avenue, is the best-known 
shopping area in Osaka, and an enduring symbol of the city. With a his-
tory of 380 years, it was already an established shopping area in the Edo 
Period. Shops of all kinds and for all ages line the street, a roofed arcade 

600 meters long. (JNTO)
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s5
s7

s8

s6
s9

s10
s11

s14

x3

x4x6 x5

s15

s21

s17

s16

s19

LVMH Osaka
Kengo Kuma, 2004s5

La Porte
Tadasu Ooe, 2007s7

Shinsaibashi Tower
Izue Kan, 1980s6

Uniqlo
Soh Fujimoto, 2010s8

OXY Unagidani 
Tadao Ando, 1987s9

s12

s18

s4

Lucien Pellat Finet
Kengo Kuma, 2009s4

Dotonbori
district

s13

Map 2 - shinsaibashi
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Tadao Ando, 1985s11
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Taiseikaku
Togo Murano, 1964s12 Tomorrow’s Box

Tadao Andos13 Gellery akka
Tadao Ando, 1988s14

Naniwa-gumi
Togo Murano, 1964s15

Dotonbori Complex
Shin Takamatsu, 1998s16 Douton

Togo Murano, 1955s17

Kinsan Bank
Shin Takamatsu, 2010s18

A town with a canal loved most by Osakaites where neon lights 
and the atmosphere of the 17th century coexist. Dotonbori is a 
large scale downtown along the south bank of the Dotonbori-ga-
wa Canal. Osaka is known as the gastronomists’ town, and thus 
the entire area of Dotonbori is thronged with an unbelievable 
number of restaurants and amusement facilities, and is dearly 
loved by the Osakaites. There is the Hozen-ji Temple built in the 
17th century on the first street to the south of street along the Do-
tonbori Canal. A paper lantern hangs at the front of the temple, 
which gives off pale orange light at sunset. The stone paved street 
in front of the Hozen-ji Temple is called the Hozen-ji Yokocho 
Lane. Shops with a beautiful latticework stand side by side as a 
reminiscence of the Edo Period in the 17th century and they give 
off peaceful atmosphere. (JNTO)

DOTONBORI DISTRICT

Nanbma HIPS
Shin Takamatsu, 2008s19
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Namba is a southern gateway for Osaka. The Namba City at the Nankai Namba 
Station is shopping zone with convenient access and 300 shops and restaurants that 

serve popular, reasonably priced foods of Osaka. (JNTO)

Daimaru Department Store
William Merrell Vories, 1933x3 Mario

Hideo Yasui, 1987x6Big Step
EDR, 1993x5

Urban Building Shinsaibashi
Tadashi Ohe 1981 (renovation)x4

JR Nanba Station

nm1

evening: namba
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ACCOMMODATION: HOTEL NIKKO NARA
 http://www.nikkonara.jp
  8-1 Sanjyo Honmachi, Nara-shi, Nara
  +81-742-35-8831

Reservation: RYa06z0d2b_1-4

TO NARA: Miyakoji Rapid 2603M (Kyoto 0932 - Nara 1019)

Nara is known as the birthplace of Japanese culture, and became 
Japan’s first permanent capital in 710. The city acted as the eastern 

terminus of the legendary Silk Road, the ancient trading route 
between Asia and Europe, and today is the number two tourist 

attraction in Kansai after Kyoto. Though at first uninspiring, careful 
inspection of this ancient city will reveal its hidden beauty and 
rich history. Nara’s best sites include the Nara-koen deer park, 

with around 1200 deer, the Kofuku-ji Temple, also built in 710 and 
still largely intact, and Todai-ji Temple, the world’s largest wooden 

building and home to the Great Buddha - one of the largest bronze 
images in the world. (JNTO)

Hotel Nikko Nara

day 9: wed 21 june
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The Horyu-ji Temple was the first in Japan to be designated as the World Cultural Heritage. It was founded 
in 607 by the Prince Regent Shotoku-Taishi and Empress Suiko who reigned Japan from the late 6th century 

to the early 7th century. It is known for the Kondo, a golden sanctuary, that is the world oldest wooden 
structure. The temple has suffered relatively small damages from acts of God and warfare, and many 

sanctuaries, temples and Buddhist images remain in their original states. The five-story pagoda that enshrines 
Buddha’s bones and is the oldest pagoda in Japan and most of the structures in the precincts are designated 
as national treasures. If you wish to appreciate the Buddhist images, artworks and crafts close at hand, you 

should go to the Daiho-zoin treasury. The treasury preserves Buddhist images with archaic smile and various 
treasures of the temple. Another must-see in the Horyu-ji Temple is the octagonal hall called the Yume-

dono, a hall of dreams. It was built as a memorial hall dedicated to Shotoku-Taishi in 739. Although it has 
undergone several repairs, it is the oldest octagonal hall. The esthetic balance of the roof that stretches from 

the center in curves and the octagonal hall design is splendid. (JNTO)

h1 Horyji Temple h1 Horyji Kondo

h1 Horyji Pagoda
h1

 Todaiji, a temple complex in the city of Nara in Nara Prefec-
ture, was built in the year 743. At that time Buddhism was at its height, 
and served as a state religion. The best-known relic at Todaiji Temple is 
its Daibutsu, a colossal statue that, with 15 meters (49 feet) in height, 
is the world’s largest gilded bronze Buddha. It is housed in an all-wood 
building, the Daibutsu-den, 48 meters (157 feet) in height, the larg-
est wooden building in the world. Within the precincts of the temple, 
aligned along one-kilometer north-south and east-west axes centered on 
the Daibutsu-den, are an array of other buildings, including halls and 
storehouses, seven of which are National Treasures. By virtue of being 
one of the major historical temples in Japan, Todaiji Temple also pos-
sesses many valuable cultural artifacts. More than 20 of these Buddhist 
statues and other works of art are National Treasures. The repository for 
them, Shosoin, lives up its name of the Treasure House of the World.   
 Since it was built in 749, the Daibutsu has been repaired and 
renovated after damage incurred by earthquakes: even its head has fall-
en off once. The base of the statue that remains today dates from the 8th 
century, while the upper portion, including the head, was largely recast 
in the second half of the 12th century. Tragedy also befell the buildings 
housing it, especially the flames of war. After one burning in the second 
half of the 16th century the Daibutsu stood unsheltered for a century un-

morning: horyuji temple

afternoon: todaiji temple
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t1
Nara Centennial Hall
Arata Isozaki, 1999 t2

Nara National Museum
Tokuma Katayama, 1889

t3
Nara National Museum
Junzo Yoshimura, 1972 t5 Todaiji Shoso-in

til the current Daibutsu-den was built in 1692. The most recent 
Daibutsu-den built in 1709, although impressive, is a shadow of 
the original structure, the width being about 30 percent shorter.   
 Also built around the middle of the 8th century, the 
original Shosoin, which is an architectural treasure in itself, 
served as the repository for the temple treasure. It is made in 
the Azekura style, a log-house construction that is often seen 
in old storehouses: the walls, intersecting at corners, are built 
up of hewn logs laid horizontally on top of each other. Shosoin 
safeguarded a heritage of around 9,000 different objects that 
date back to the 7th and 8th centuries, and most of them are 
well-preserved, so they can be attributed and accurately dated. 
Numerous articles were presented from overseas, especially 
from Persia, China, and Korea. The artifacts give a flavor of the 
cosmopolitan culture of China in the T’ang dynasty (618-907), 
when there was contact between the civilizations of Asia along 
the Silk Road (the overland trade routes from China to the Medi-
terranean in premodern times). It is for this reason that Shosoin’s 
significance extends beyond Japan and that it is called the Trea-
sure House of the World. 

Japan Atlas

t4 Todaiji Temple

Naramachi (literally “Nara Town”) is the former merchant district of 
Nara, where several traditional residential buildings and warehouses are 
preserved and open to the public. Many of Naramachi’s buildings in the 
Edo Period and earlier were machiya, long, narrow “townhouses” that 
served both as shops and as the living quarters of the local merchants. The 
store fronts of machiya were often kept narrow in order to save on taxes, 
which used to be calculated on a property’s street access rather than its 
total area. Today, a handful of machiya have been preserved made open to 
the public as museums. (JG) 

h
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 Ise-Jingu Shrine is simply referred to as ‘Jingu’, includes 125 
jinja(shinto shrine), centered around Kotaijingu (Naiku) g , dedicated 
to Amaterasu-Omikami, and Toyo’uke-daijingu (Geku) h , dedicated 
to Toyo’uke-no-Omikami. Its area is roughly the same size as Paris. 
More than 1,500 rituals are conducted yearly to pray for the pros-
perity of the Imperial family, the peace of the world, and the huge 
harvest. Over 6 million worshippers visit here every year. The main 
shrine has the elevated floor in the Shinmei zukuri style, which is the 
oldest shrine architecture style. 
 The inner shrine in the Ise-jingu Shrine was constructed in 
2 BC. It had been an especially sacred shrine and commoners had 
not been allowed to enter, but the ban was lifted in the 12th century, 
and since then the area has been thronged with worshippers. The 
shrine celebrates annual rituals. The most prominent festival is the 
Sengu Festival associated with Shikinen-sengu Ceremony, the installa-
tion of the deity in a new shrine with due ceremony. This festival has 
been held every 20 years when the shrine buildings are rebuilt and 
the Shinto ceremonies are transferred from the old shrine to the new 
shrine. There are many other rituals and ceremonies handed down in 
this shrine from ancient times.
 It is customary to start the worship procedure from visiting 
the Geku, or the outer shrine. You cleanse your hands and mouth 
at the Temizu-sha washbasin and then worship the Shogu, the main 
shrine. You take a bus from Geku for 20 minutes to reach the gateway 
to the inner shrine, Ujihashi Bridge. This bridge is said to separate 
the secular world and the sacred world. You walk the right side of the 
bridge. You will see another washbasin, Mitarashi, where you should 
cleanse your hands and mouth and approach the main shrine. (JNTO) 

THU 22 JUN

ACCOMMODATION: SUPER HOTEL TOKYO KINSHICHO
  http://www.superhoteljapan.com/en/s-hotels/kinshicho/
  1-4-12 Kinshi, Sumida-ku, Tokyo
 Tel: +81-3-6853-9000

Reservation: RYa0773murp_1-4

> TO ISE: JR Manyo Mahoroba (Nara to Sakurai) + Kintestu (Sakurai-Nabari-Iseshi)

JR Iseshi Station

i2

Ise Outer Shrinei2

i1

i1
Sengukan Museum
Kuryu Architects, 2012

day 10: thu 22 june

morning: naiku
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JR Iseshi Station

i2

Ise Inner Shrinei3

Uji Bridge

i3

i1

Oharai-machi is a town attached to the Inner Shrine of 
Ise Grand Shrine. During the Edo Era (1603–1868) almost 
400,000 people per year came to visit the Ise Grand Shrine, 
and the town came to be known as Oharai-machi as it 
provided oharai (purification rites for the mind and body 
designed to ward off disasters) and kagura (dancing and 
singing dedicated to the gods). (JT)

i4

oharaimachii4

> TO TOKYO: 

Rapid Mie 22 (Ise-shi 1700 - Nagoya 1846) + Hikari 532 (Nagoya 1926 - Tokyo 2110)

ACCOMMODATION: SUPER HOTEL TOKYO KINSHICHO
 http://www.superhoteljapan.com/en/s-hotels/kinshicho/
  1-4-12 Kinshi, Sumida-ku, Tokyo
 Tel: +81-3-6853-9000

Reservation: RYa0773murp_1-4

Kinshicho in Tokyo’s Sumida ward is the biggest commercial area in Tokyo east of 
Ueno. In terms of atmosphere, Kinshicho is comparable to Tokyo’s Ikebukuro area: 

down to earth with a more relaxed and, in places, rough-around-the-edges vibe.  
Kinshicho, together with neighboring Kameido - one stop east on the Chuo-Sobu 
Line - forms one of Tokyo’s seven official sub-metropolitan centers, or fukutoshin.

afternoon: geku

day 11: fri 23 june
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Dotted with embassies and homes of foreigners, Daikanyama has the atmosphere of a foreign country. The town 
has three major streets starting from Daikanyama Station: Hachiman-dori street which leads towards Shibuya, 

Kyu Yamate-dori street which leads towards Komaba, and Komazawa-dori street which leads towards Ebisu. 
Among these streets you can find Hillside Terrace, the symbol of Daikanyama, and tasteful and unique shops 

and restaurants where visitors can enjoy shopping and dining. In addition, the wide avenues of this area in the 
midst of the city are lined with big trees and greenery, and are most suited to strolling. (Go Tokyo)

d1

d2

d3

d4

d5

morning: daikanyama

daik
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The Hillside Terrace Complex is a collective form that has developed over seven 
phases since 1969, corresponding to the continuously changing circumstances 
of Tokyo. A variety of design strategies are used to create its unique atmosphere, 
including deference to subtle topographical changes, spatial layering, and the 
creation of protected exterior public space. The success of this project is a result 
of spatial and architectural means - scale, transparency, etc.- as well the program-
matic development of public life. A variety of formal and informal events held in 
this part of the city create life in and around Hillside Terrace, combining with the 
architecture to make it a unique part of the Tokyo cityscape.

Fumihiko Maki

d1
APC Building
Paul Chemetov 1998

d2
Criterion Daikanyama
Archi Nova 1999

d3
Gallery Speak For
Shinzo Terui 1999

d5
Hillside Terrace
Fumihiko Maki 1967-92

d4
Hillside Annex
Kenchike Deisgn Studo, 1986

d6

d7

d8

TO map 2
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d7
Tsutaya Books
Klein Dytham 2015d6

Danish Embassy 
Fumihiko Maki, 1979 d8

Embassy of Egypt
Minoru Takeyama, 1986

d9

d11

d10

d12

Map 2 - daikanyama
d10

Hillside Terrace West
Fumihiko Maki,1998

d9
Ms. Reiko Tokyo
Shohei Yoh, 1997

d11
Ceder Stone Villa
Fumihiko Maki, 1984

d12
Malaysia Embassy
Shimizu Komuten, 1991

d13

d14

d15

Map 3 - daikanyama

d13
Aoyama Technical College
Sei Watanabe, 1990TO M

AP 1
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 3

TO map 2

d14
Jyosenji Temple
Yoshiro Taniguchi, 1965

d15
Cocue Office
Tadao Ando 2002
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Ryogoku is a district of Tokyo where the sumo stadium, many sumo stables, chanko restaurants and other 
sumo related attractions can be found. (JG)

Kokugikan
Takashi Sugiyama 1985r1 Edo Tokyo Museum

Kiyonori Kikutake 1993r2

Hokusai kan
Kazuyo Sejima 2016r3

Yoshida Printing
Kazuto Sejima 2015r4

afternoon: ryogoku

r1
r2

r3

r4

 In the half century since World War II, as Tokyo’s 
population has expanded to the west, Shinjuku has emerged 
as a secondary urban center. The metropolitan government 
headquarters, once located in the original heart of the city, 
moved to west Shinjuku, and since that time about half the city 
functions have moved here.

afternoon: shinjuku

 Shinjuku Station is a terminal where JR Chuo Line, Yamanote Line, Sobu Line, Saikyo Line, Metropolitan sub-
ways Shinjuku Line and Oedo Line, private railways Odakyu Line, Keio Line and Seibu-Shinjuku Line concentrate, and 
two million passengers passing through the station every day.
 The South Exit area which is a new comer to Shinjuku with complex establishments for shopping and amuse-
ment, and the prominent entertainment district around Kabuki-cho, a town that never sleeps, the East Exit area, there 
is a row of department stores and other large size stores.
 The heart of the West Exit area is the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building, which has two observatories 
on the forty-fifth floor that are open to the public free of charge. This vantage point 202 meters above ground looks out 
on Tokyo Bay to the southeast, and on a clear day Mt. Fuji can be seen to the southwest.
 West Shinjuku also has a concentration of major hotels, including the Keio Plaza Hotel, the Hilton Tokyo, the 
Park Hyatt Tokyo, the Hotel Century-Hyatt Tokyo, and the Hotel Century Southern Tower. (JNTO)
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x2

x1

s3

Cocoon Tower
Tange Assocs3

FLAGS Shinjuku
Yokokawa Archix1

Anyo Building
Nobumitsu Akashi 1969x2

TokyoCity Hall
Kenzo Tange, 1991s4 Shinjyuku NS Building

Nikken Sekkei, 1982s5

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building’s free 
observation decks provides good panoramic views of 
Tokyo and beyond. The 243 meter tall building has two 
towers, and each houses an observatory at a height of 
202 meters. It had been the tallest building in Tokyo 
until it was overtaken by the Midtown Tower in 2007. 
With favorable weather conditions, famous landmarks 
such as Mount Fuji, the Tokyo Skytree, Tokyo Tower, 
Meiji Shrine and the Tokyo Dome can be seen from the 
observatories.

Map 2 - shinjyuku

s4

s5

s6

Byakurengedo
Sei Takeyamas6
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ACCOMMODATION: SUPER HOTEL TOKYO KINSHICHO

Two of Tokyo’s largest recent redevelopment projects, Roppongi Hills and Tokyo Midtown changed the district’s 
face over the past decade and expanded Roppongi’s appeal to a wider range of visitors and residents with their 
elegant retail, leisure and residential space, offices and luxury hotels. Many foreign embassies are located in 
Roppongi, and the night life is popular with locals and foreigners alike. It is in the central part of Tokyo, south of 
Akasaka and north of Azabu. (W)

Roppongi Hills
KPF, 2003r2TV Asahi Headquarters

Fumihiko Maki, 2003r1Louis Vuitton
Aoki Jun, 2003x1 r3

Azabu Edge
Ryouji Suzuki, 1987

Opened in 2003, Roppongi’s mammoth shopping and entertainment development received more than 49 million 
visitors in its first year alone. The brainchild of Tokyo property magnate Minoru Mori, Roppongi Hills is an entire 
mini city – with 200 shops and restaurants, the Grand Hyatt hotel, many private apartment buildings, a multiplex 
cinema, a TV studio and the colossal Mori Tower, which is topped by the excellent Mori Art Museum and Tokyo 
City View observation deck.  (Timeout)

morning: roppongi

Tokyo Metro Hibiya Line
 Roppongi Station

r2

r1

x1

r3
r4

r5

r6

r4
Aura
FOBA, 1996

r6
Scala
Atsushi Kitagawara, 1992

Angelo Tarlazzi House
Hajime Yatsuka, 1987r5
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day 12: sat 24 june
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Map 2 - roppongi

Tokyo metro Chiyada Line
Nogizaka Station

r8

r7

r10

r9

r11

r7
National Graduate Institute 
for Policy Studies
Richard Rogers, 2007

r8
Tokyo National Art Center
Kisho Kurokawa, 2006

Suntory Museum of Art
Kengo Kuma, 2007r9

21_21 Design Sight
Tadao Ando, 2007r10

r11 OXY Nogizaka
Sei Takeyama, 1987

TOTO GALLERY MA

Gallery MA Exhbition - Shigeru Ban: Projects 
in Progress. This exhibition introduces Ban’s 
design ideas and initiatives through showing 
the design and construction processes of his 
most recent projects from around the world.

TO map 2

afternoon/evening: ginza

Ginza: The glitziest place in Tokyo, and indeed in all of Japan, 
is Ginza, where long-standing department stores and boutiques 
offering luxury goods of all kinds have their flagship locations. 
In recent years, many first-class European and American labels, 
including Hermes of Paris, have also opened boutiques in Ginza. 
Ginza is where East meets West in a battle for upscale retail 
supremacy. Strolling through Ginza - if only to window-shop - is 
a favorite pastime, and on weekends this district is packed with 
pedestrians of all ages. The heart of the district is the Ginza Yon-
chome crossing, an intersection surrounded by famous depart-
ment stores. (JNTO)
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ginza Map 1

g9

g7

g6

g6
Maison Hermes
Renzo Piano, 2001

g7
Sony Building
Y. Ashihara, 1966

g8

g5
Gap Ginza
Kume Sekkei 2011

g5

g4
g3

g2

g1

g1
Ginza Wako
Jin Watanabe 1932

g4
Armani Ginza
Massimiliano Fuksas 
2007

g3
Diro Ginza
Kumiko Inui 2004

g2
Gucci Ginza
James Carpenter 
2010

metro Marunouchi Line
ginza Station

g8
Tokyu Plaza
Nikken 2016

g10

g11g12

Sukiyabashi Police Box
K. Yamashita, 1987g9
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g10
Sasa Clinic
Taisei, 2005 g12

Shiseido Ginza
Takenaka, 2015g11

LV Ginza Namiki
Jun Aoki, 2004 g13

Shizuoka Press and 
Broadcasting Center
Kenzo Tange, 1967
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ginza Map 2

g14
Swarovski Ginza 
T Yoshioka, 2008

g16
Ginza Shiseido
Ricardo Bofill, 2000

g15
Montblanc Ginza
Jean Michel Wilmotte, 
2006

g17
Shiseido The Ginza g18

Yamaha Ginza
Nikken 2011

g19
Ginza gCube
Yamashita Sekkei 2008 g20

Nicolas Hayek Center
Shigeru Ban, 2007 g21

Zara Ginza
Taisei

g22
Ferragamo
Kenzo Tange, 2002 g23

Kojunsha Building
David Chipperfield g24

Uniqulo Ginza
Masamichi Kitayama

Ginza New Melsag25
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g27
Mauboussin
Richard Bliah g28

Tasaki Ginza
Kumiko Inui, 2010

g30
Ginza Core
Kyoritu 1972

g32

g37

g35

g46

g43

g32
Apple Store
BCJ, 2003

g33

g39

g33
Ginza Optica
Shinzo Terui

g34

g36

g40

g42

g44

g45

g38

g47

g29
San Ai Dream Center 
Nikken Sekkei, 1963

ginza Map 3

g31
Ginza Place
Klein Dytham 2016

g34
Burberry Ginza
(Zoe Ginza)

g35
Mikimoto Ginza 2
Toyo Ito, 2005

g36
SPP Ginza
Mitsubishi 2008

g41

g26
GU-Uniqlo Ginza
Klein Dytham, 2005

g38
Chanel Ginza
Peter Marino, 2004g37

De Beers Ginza
Jun Mitsui, 2009
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g39
Louis Vuitton Matsuya
Jun Aoki 2014 g40

Bulgari Ginza
Shimizu g41

Tiffany Ginza
Kengo Kuma g42

Melsa Ginza 2
1971

g43
Ginza Yomiko
Nikken 2000 g44

Kirarito Ginza
Kajima 2016 g45

Pola Ginza
Nikken g46

Dear Ginza
Amano Design 2013 g47

Spazio Brera Ginza
Kisho Kurokawa, 2005

ACCOMMODATION: NARITA EXCEL HOTEL TOKYU
https://www.tokyuhotelsjapan.com/en/hotel/TE/TE_NARIT/index.html

31 Oyama, Narita-shi, Chiba 286-0131
Tel: +81-476-33-0109

Reservation: RYa06yvne5_1-4

day 13: sun 25 june

morning: sendagaya
After two international design competitions (Zaha Hadid won the initial bid with 
a controversial, futuristic 80,000-seat stadium), ans four years of contentious 
debate, the Tokyo Olympic organization finally settled on Kengo Kuma’s wooden 
lattice design that echoes traditional styles for its National Stadium
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Tsuda Hall
Fumihiko Maki, 1988 s2
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Tower House
T. Azuma, 1966a3Qiz Aoyama

T. Shimohigoshi, 2006a2Terrazza
Sei Takeyama, 1991a1

Aoyama - Map 1

One of Tokyo’s wealthiest destinations, Aoyama is not the wildly experimental and wily playful 
fashion district of Harajuku just to its west. Instead, Aoyama is where fashion has grown up and 
grown elegantly civilized. It’s where high-end labels set up second stores (their firsts will be in 
Ginza), and where nouveau French restaurants will cultivate their reputations. (Airbnb)

Sappho
A. Kitagawara, 1990a5

Horiuchi Color
Sei Takeyama, 1997a4

The Tower House was built on a small wedged plot 
of land of just 20.5m2. The programs of this exposed 
concrete house is organized around the stairs which 
connect six levels of living space (total of 65 m2). 

P-55



Masunaga
Makoto Saito, 2002a9

Harajuku Kindergarten
Henri Gueydan, 1998a8Dear Jingumae

Amano Studio, 2015a7
Watarium
Mario Botta, 1990a6

Aoyama - Map 2
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GSH 
Makoto Yokomizu, 2006a11

NTT Renovation
Kenogo Kumaa12

Tepia
Fumihiko Maki, 1989a10

Small House 
Kazuyo Sejima, 2000a9
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Brazilian Embassy
Takenaka, 1983A12

Harajuku Church
Ciel Rouge, 1998A11

Aoyama TO
Tadao Ando, 1984a10

 Situated on a small lot measuring 60 m2, Small 
House is divided into 4 specific program spaces 
(bedroom, children’s room, living/kitchen/dining, 
and terrace with a bath) totaling 77 m2. Each pro-
gram is distributed on four different levels (varying 
in sizes and alignments). As a result, its slightly 
raked wall surfaces creates a dynamic exterior. 
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Doric 
Kengo Kuma, 1991a15

Aoyama - Map 3
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Forum Building 
Yoshio Taniguchi, 2015a13

Baison0n Temple
Kengo Kuma, 2003a14
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Aoyama - Map 4

Rune Aoyama 
Nikken, 2003a16

Urban Perm Minami Aoyama 
Yuko Nagamata, 2008a17
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Asaba Design Studio
Aldo Rossi, 1991A25

Graduate School of Project 
Design A. Kitagawara, 1997a27

Shin Aoyama Tokyu
Nikken Sekkei, 2015a26

Aoyama - Map 5

395
Atsushi  Kitagawara. 1986a24

Ambiente International 
Aldo Rossi, 1919a19Spazio 22

Shin Toki, 1992a18 R-Minami Aoyama
Y. Yoshihara, 2006a20

Sunny Hills
Kengo Kuma, 2014a23

F-Building Minami 
Aoyama, Toyo Ito, 1991a22

Azuma Studio
T.  Azuma, 1983a21

One Omotesando
Kengo Kuma, 2003a29

Luna di Miele
Waro Kishi, 2001a28

afternoon: Yokohama

Located less than half an hour south of Tokyo 
by train, Yokohama is Japan’s second largest city 
with a population of over three million. Yoko-
hama was one of the first Japanese ports opened 
to foreign trade, in 1859. Since then, for over 
130 years, Yokohama has served as an impor-
tant gateway between Japan and the rest of the 
world, playing a crucial role in Japan’s modern-
ization and internationalization. 
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negishi Line

kannai Station

y2
Yokohama Red Brick 
Warehouse

y1
Yokohama International Pas-
senger Terminal, FOA, 1995

The Yokohama Red Brick Warehouse is a historical building that is used as 
a complex that includes a shopping mall, banquet hall, and event venues. 

The complex, officially known as the Newport Pier Tax Keeping Ware-
house, was originally used as customs buildings, and has two sections: 

Warehouse No.1 and No.2.

y3 Yokohama Chinatown

The largest Chinatown in Japan, about 3,000-4,000 resi-
dents, the district houses a vast array of Chinese-owned 

shops and restaurants.

day 14: mon 26 june

Tokyo to Seoul, Korea

 OZ (Asiana Airlines) 101 (Departs Narita @12:30PM, arrives Incheon @3:00PM)

     @ Terminal 1
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> To Narita Airport: JR Narita Express


