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THE UEMC AS AN EDUCATIONAL HUB
The proposal for the Penn State Tanzanian Study Abroad Studio Project will focus on and feature design 

possibilities for the Udzungwa Ecological Monitoring Centre. It shall look to the advancement of the 
Monitoring Centre as an educational hub in the hopes that in the near future it can have useful and 
viable influence on surrounding villagers, tourists, researchers, and conservation practices of the 
Udzungwa Mountains National Park region. The UEMC has unlimited potential to become an 
educational aid and research hub for local community members and tourists. The Monitoring Centre 
could allow for innovative and interactive demonstrations/research areas which focus on sustainable 
and environmentally-friendly practices, each potentially having huge, positive implications on 
surrounding villages. The sustainable demonstrations and research practices which will be 
implemented within the UEMC include: 

• 1. Sustainable woodlot design methods

• 2. Irrigation demonstration plots

• 3. Alternative biogas and energy solutions

• 4. Nature-based business options

The overall goal of the design concept is to introduce the UEMC as more than just a monitoring centre. In 
the near future the facility has the opportunity to become an outreach hub for dozens of local 
communities, while also seconding as a learning aid for tourists interested in Tanzania’s effort to 
conserve and become self-sufficient. It is the hope that with this design concept, present and future 
conflicts between villages and the Udzungwa Mountains National Park will cease thus allowing both 
parties to coexist.
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