
Address ing  r i s i ng  popu la t i ons : 
Tundu ,  Tanzan ia

Fertile land in the Kilombero valley has led to an infl ux of population levels in villages 
located between the foothills of the Udzungwa Mountains and the agricultural fi elds of 
the valley.   

Because villagers are attracted to the agricultural fertility of the region, encroachment 
is occurring on the ecologically sensitive slopes of the Udzungwas.  

Observation of Tundu, and the other villages like it, reveal that development has 
occurred organically. 

This project is a catalyst for the resolution of the spatial ineffi ciencies of organic growth. 



Standard i z ing  l o t  s i zes :  ex i s t i ng  dens i t i e s 

A .

Dens i ty  tes t-b locks
 A.  8,500 sqm / 20 homes = 425 sqm plots/home 

 B.  8,500 sqm / 12 homes = 708 sqm plots/home

 C.  8,500 sqm / 18 homes = 472 sqm plots/home
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Standard i z ing  l o t  s i zes :  a l te rna t i ve  l o t  l ayou t 

Shamba

Plot
Home: 48.38 sq m

Average sizes
Legend

Current conditions = 535 sq m per home Proposed conditions = 300 sq m per home

Result = 44% decrease in plot size/home

Kitchen: 9.62 sq m
Latrine: 4.64 sq m
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Redeve lopment  goa l s :  f i l l i ng  the  vo ids 
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Redeve lopment  goa l s :  app ly ing  a  g r id 

This proposed grid represents the most dense solution for 
future development. A more viable solution will involve         
applying the grid to Tundu through participatory design.   


