
Fall 2025 Penn State Bands | Winds and Percussion Audition Packet 
 

All students wishing to perform in Symphonic Wind Ensemble and 
Symphonic Band must audition in the School of Music.  Auditions will be 
in-person, blind (judges will not see you), and will include the attached 
excerpts, sight reading, and scales. 2-3 scales will be asked at random to be 
chosen between all 12 Majors. You may play your scales in any pattern. 
*SWE and SB begin the first week of classes. 
 
LISTEN to the excerpts in order to learn appropriate tempi, style, and 
performance practice! 
 
HOW TO SIGN-UP: Sign-up for an audition time using the form on the main 
audition page. Note - percussionists - please allow Blue Band members to 
take the first several slots. 
 
For Students wishing to be considered for Campus Band: 
There is no audition for Campus Band.  Sign-up for MUSIC 83 (T/R  
4:35-5:30pm in the Blue Band Building) *CB begins the second week of 
classes. 
 
 

 
FLUTE 

PICCOLO 
OBOE 

CLARINET 
BASS CLARINET 

SAXOPHONE 
BASSOON 
TRUMPET 

HORN 
TROMBONE 

BASS TROMBONE 
EUPHONIUM 

TUBA 
PERCUSSION  

 
 
 
 



 
FLUTE 
*To be considered for piccolo you must play the flute excerpts on flute AND the piccolo 
excerpt on piccolo. 
 
Excerpt 1:  

 
 
Excerpt 2:  

 
 
 



 
 
Excerpt 3: Chimes of Liberty, Goldman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Excerpt 4: Incantation and Dance, John Barnes Chance 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
PICCOLO  
Play a musical selection of choice not to exceed 45 seconds and the excerpt 
below. 
 
Excerpt 1:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

OBOE  
Excerpt 1-3: Symphony in B-flat, Paul Hindemith 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Excerpt 4: Star Wars Trilogy, Williams/Hunsberger 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
CLARINET  
 
Excerpt 1: Scherzo from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Mendelssohn 
 

 
Excerpt 2: Elsa’s Procession to the Cathedral, Wagner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Excerpt 3: Overture to La Gazza Ladra, Rossini 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BASS CLARINET  
 
Excerpt 1: An American in Paris, Gershwin 
 

 
 
 
Excerpt 2: Symphonic Metamorphosis, Mvt. IV, Hindemith 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Excerpt 3: Symphonic Dances from West Side Story, Bernstein/Lavender 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
SAXOPHONE  
 
Excerpt 1: Profanation, Bernstein 

 
 
 
Excerpt 2: Americans We, Henry Fillmore 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Excerpt 3: Concerto for Band, mvt. II “Riff”, Kevin Day (m. 164-175) 
 



Excerpt 4: Concerto for Band, mvt. IV “Soul”, Kevin Day (m. 432-439) 
 

 
 
Note: All saxophone auditionees must play the alto excerpts on alto 
saxophone. Those who want to be considered for soprano, tenor, and/or bari 
must ALSO play the respective excerpts below. 
 
Soprano Saxophone 
48 Studies, No. 5, Franz Ferling 
 

 
 

 



 
Tenor Saxophone 
Symphony in B-flat, mvt. 1, Paul Hindemith 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Baritone Saxophone 
 
Tempered Steel, Young 

 
 

 



 
BASSOON   
 
Excerpt 1: Profanation, Bernstein 

Excerpt 2: Armenian Dances, Part 1, Alfred Reed 
Excerpt 3 : Symphonie Fantastique, Hector Berlioz 
 

 



 
TRUMPET  
 
Excerpt 1: 

 
 
 
 
     
    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Excerpt 2:  

     
    
   



Excerpt 3:  
     

 
   
   
 
 
 



 
HORN 
Excerpt 1: Profanation, Bernstein 

 
 
Excerpt 2: Symphony in B-flat, Hindemith 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Excerpt 3: Irish Tune from County Derry, Percy Grainger 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Excerpt 4: Fanfare La Peri, Dukas 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
TROMBONE 
 
Excerpt 1: Profanation, Bernstein (rests matter!) 

 
 
Excerpt 2: Time Traveler, Patrick Harlin (m. 8-21) 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Excerpt 3: Symphony No. 3 
 

 
 
Excerpt 4: Suite Americana, Crespo 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
BASS TROMBONE 
 
Excerpt 1: Fountains of Rome, Respighi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Excerpt 2: Concerto in One Movement, Lebedev 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
EUPHONIUM  
 
Excerpt 1: Hands Across the Sea, Sousa (no repeats) 
 

 
 



Excerpt 2: Festive Overture, Shostakovich, Hunsberger 
 

 
Excerpt 3: Second Suite in F, mvt. 1 , Gustav Holst 
 

 
 



 
TUBA 
Excerpt 1: Lincolnshire Posy, Grainger 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Excerpt 2-3: Thunder and Blazes, Fucik 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PERCUSSION  
 
Excerpt 1: SNARE | Delecluse - Etude No. 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Excerpt 2: TIMPANI | Star Wars, John Williams 
 
 

 
 
Excerpt 3: VIBRAPHONE | West Side Story, Bernstein 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Excerpt 4: TAMBOURINE | Carnival Overture, Dvorak 
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